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8 Nov 57 Deputy Uhder Secretary of State Robert Murphy, in 
^' a letter to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, requested the urgent preparation o£ 6n 
operational plan "for possible combined U.S. -U.K. 
military intervention in the event of an Imminent 
or actual coup d'etat In Lebanon and/or Jordan. 
Mr, Murphy'proposed that the plan be prepared by JCS 
officers in collaboration with British military 
authorities in the US. He emphasized that the 
project would be on a contingency basis only, as no 
decision had been taken to Intervene in Jordan or 
Lebanon under the contemplated clrctanstances. 

USB) LtT, DepUSecState to CJCS, 8 Nov 57 # 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 2. .5;*. 

8 NOV 57 According to the New York Times , a violent 

Egyptian radio anTTreSs^campaign against Jordan's 

SSg Hussein, openly calling for his assassination, 

had been going on for several days. The Egyptian 

propaganda barrage was causing Western and neutral 

diplomats to fear that a new crisis was in the , 

making In the Middle East. 

NYT, 9 Nov 57, l:'^. r 

Ik NOV 57 The JCS designated MaJ Oen Verdi B. Barnes, USA, 

14 NOV Of ^^^j^ of the Joint Middle East Planning Committee, 

to represent them In planning with representatiyee ^ 
of. the British Chiefs of Staff for possible US-UK ..-^g- 
military Intervention in the event of a coup g'etat 
m Jordan or Lebanon, den Barnes was instructed to 
use as basic guidance the plan recently prepared by 
JMBPC for unilateral US military action in the ssme ^ 
circumstances and to take the forces allocated in 
that plan as the maximum possible US force 
contribution. JCS believed the forthcoming plan 
should be written in terms of a coordinated opera- 
tion by US and British forces, without a combined 
oooBBand structure. It should not envisage any US 
logistical support of British units but should if 
possible provide for use of British facilities on 
Cyprus for US air operations and staging purposes. 
To maintain close liaison and gain planning 
assistance, Qen Barnes was authorized direct contact 
with cmCNEDl and USCINCEUR. Plans produced by the 
US-UK representatives would ^e submitted to the JCS 
for final US approval. ^ y 

i-VS) Msg/ JCS to USCIKCBUR, CDKJNEM, and 
CmcSAC, JCS 932741, 152359Z Nov 57, CCS 381 
(8-23-57) sec 2. 

i«; wnv R7 Following JCS -State agreement on the text, JCS ^. 

15 Nov 57 ^Slssage to USCINCEUR, CINCNEM, and CINCSAC 

defining the plans urgently required for rapid US 
military action to re-establish order and the 
authority of a government friendly to the US In 
Jordan or Lebanon should the government of either 
country be overthrown by coup d«etat . The plana 
were to be baaed on CINCSffECoMMK OPLAN 215-56 and 
texns of reference In the current message, derived 
from an outline plan produced by JMBPC. The JCS 
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instructed CINCETO to Prepare pl«ifl 1^ coordination 
with CINCNELM for the movement of forces. CINCNEIW, 
in hlB^le as CINCSPECOMME, would have operational 
control of the forces upon their arrival in the 
Middle East. He was instructed to prepare plans 
m coordination with CIHCEUR for employment of the 
forces to accomplish the mission. • Coordination of 
planning with the UK might be directed later, but 
no dlBoussion with British peraonnel would take 
Dlace until ordered. . 

P?St Msgi JCS to USCINCBUR, CIHCNELM, and 
CIHCSAC, JCS 932740. 152353Z Nov 5T. reproduced in 
t«1 JCS 1887/410, ''Plan for U.S. Military Action 
iTjordan or Lebaion l8 Hov 57, CCS 381 

(8-23-57) sec 2. 

15 Nov 57 Ihe US Ambassador in Amman autralttiid his 

15 NOV 57 Jordanian pubUo ^5?°^ ^n.^^^S.^i,*? 

US-UK support of Iraqi and Saudi Arabian interven- 
tion to help put dovm a coup against King Hussein. 
He foresaw no serious repercussions so long as 
US-UK support was chiefly logistical and involved 
no appearance of Western forces in or over Jordan. 
Active air support, however, would cause a strong 
adverse reactlbn, and a full military effort that 
placed Western groxand forces in Jordan would 
kenerate violent revulsion, a wave of friendship 
for the USSR, and charges of "Imperiallat inter- 
ference. Direct US-UK support of King Hussein in 
the absence of Iraqi or Saudi Arabian intervention 
would have the most serious repercussions of an 
and would result in the eventual removal of Hussein 
once the Western powers withdrew. In sum, unless 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia would be willing. In the event 
of a coup beyond Hussein's power to control, to 
make a substantial effort to continue the pro- 
Western monarchy In Jordan, no government with a 
Western orientation could exist in that cotintry 
unless the US and UK were willing to turn Jordan 
Into a peimanent military base amidst a hostile 
population. On the other hand, if a successful 
coup were allowed to occur in Jordan, the successor 
government would be dedicated to innedlate union 
with Syria, and Jordan would shortly cease to exist 
as an Independent country. " 

LW-) Msg, Amnan to SeoState, 988, 15 Nov 57i 
CCS 3ol EMMEA (11-19-47) aeo 66. 

16 Nov 57 Acknowledging the JCS Instructions of the previous 
day concerning plans for US intervention in^case 
of a coup d'etat in Jordan or Lebanon, CINCSPECOMME 
polnteT ouTTHe^laiportance of avoiding a situation 
requiring the Sixth Fleet and USAEE to carry out an 
emergency evacuation while engaged in combat 
operations. He recommended that plans be coordinat- 
ed at once with the State Department for evacuation 
of US nationals from at least Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, and Egypt, beginning not later than the 
alert for Phase I of the intervention plan. Two 
days later JCS infoawd him that the question of 
timely evacuation would be discussed with the State 
Department . 
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Both m CCS 381 (8-23-57) seo 2. 

16 Nov 57 The US Ambassador In Jordan reported that King 
lb NOV 57 JgSaeln planned to take lamedlate steps to form 
a close relationship with Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
His project aUaed at poUtloal, eoononlc, and 
SlltarJ tmderstandlngs among the three Western- 
oriented countries, Hussein also expressed concern 

over the possibility of Internal uprising or an 

attack from outside by Syrian and/or Israeli forces. 
In. either event he planned to request Iraqi 
nliltary assistance. ^^^^ ,^ „ „ 

tW) Msg, Ananan to SeoState, 1000, l6 Nov 57. 

18 Kov 57 Planning discussions began between the JCS 

^""^ repx^eStatlve and representatives of the British 

Chiefs of Staff regarding possible US-IJK military 
intervention In Jordan or Lebanon. The Jtarr 
conversations- ended, with completion of the plan, 
on^23 November. _ 

Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 932915* 
192155Z Nov 57, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 2. 
Briefing Sheet for CJCS, for JCS Mtg on ** Deo 57, 
Agenda Item No. 3, ssme file, sec 4, 

18 Nov 57 CINCSPECOMME Infonned the JCS that he had completed 
10 NOV 01 a draft Tab A to Course of Action 8 in the revision 
of his OPLAN 215-56 submitted on 27 September, 
designed to serve as the plan for possible US 
Intervention In Jordan or Lebanon outlined In the 
JCS instructions of 15 November. Meanwhile, 
CINCSPECOMME requested the earliest possible JCS 
aetlon on his proposal that the above-mentioned 
revision to OPLAN 215-56 (which would become OPLAN 
215-58) be approved as the basic plan covering the 
case under consideration and sUnllar situations in 
the Middle East. « ^ „ 

ysaf Msg, CINOSPBCOMMB to JCS, l82356z Nov ^1, 
CCS 3S (8-23-57) aeo 2. 

18 Nov 57 At a Joint meeting In Damascus of Syrian members 

of the Chamber of Deputies and visiting members 
of Egypt's National Assembly, the legislators 
unanimously called on the govemnents of Egypt 
and Syria to establish a federal union of the two 
countries. In Cairo, the Egyptian Parliament 
seconded the move. 

NYT, 19 Nov 57i 6:4. 

19 Nov 57 In answer to an urgent plea frcm Nasser, the 

Soviet Uhlon agreed to give Egypt economic 
aeelstanoe. A Soviet announoement also stated 
that the two countries had reached agreement on 
"military matters • " 

NOT, 20 Nov 57, 1:3. 
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20 Nov 57 The US Ambassador In Jordan was Informed of the 

US position that a closer association among Jordan, 
Iraq, and Saudi Arabia would be considered a 
constructive developnent, provided It were a 
spontaneous Indigenous move. Henoe the US would 
not actively sponsop King Huseeln^s project in this 
regard, but the US would continue to encourage Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia to give polltloal and economic 
asBlBtance to Jordan and. In the event of need, 
military support. 

iitS) Msg, SeoBtate to Annan, 1227, 20 Nov 37. 

21 Nov 37 Itie US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that the 

Lebanese Oovemment had taken steps on l8 and 20 
November to Ijoprove Internal security. Besides 
establishing controls over the Palestinian refugees 
and visa requirements for Egyptian nationals, the 
penal code had been modified to permit the death 
penalty for terrorism. 

taTMsg, Beirut, to SecState, l660, 21 Nov 57. 

24 Nov 57 Lebanon and Pakle tan Issued a Joint communique 
announcing their agreement to strengthen the 
eeeurlty of the two countries against "any form of 
subversion now threatening them." The communique 
also stated that the two goverments planned future 
talks aimed at strengthening their eoonomio and 
cultural ties. 

NYT , 25 Nov 57, 2:3, 

24 Nov 57 "Hie US Ambassador in Jordan reported that at a formal 

audience King Hussein had reviewed at length current 
US- Jordan relations and had requested a reappraisal 
and definition of the basic US position on the 
Israeli problem. Hussein felt that the US should 
adopt fliroer restraints on Israel and a clearer 
policy in support of Jordan, Expressing grave 
concern over the economic situation of Jordan, the 
King desired assurance of continuing US financial 
supiwrt for the future, 

{e) Meg, Anman to SecState, 1074, 25 Nov 57. 

25 Nov 57 The US Ambassador in An&an was authorized to Inform 

Jordan that the US was prepared to make available 
up to $10 million in FY 1958 to help finance 
Jordanian development projects. The program should 
concentrate on a limited number of major projects 
to stimulate local economy, particularly land and 
water development and phosphate and potash 
production. 

-fffTMsg, SecState to Annan, 1276, 25 Nov 57. 

27 Nov 57 The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the plan for US 
military action in Jordan or Lebanon prepared by 
JMBPC. A summary of the plan had already been 
transmitted on 15 November 57 to USGINCEUR, CXNCNELM, 
and CINCSAC for use as a basis for the preparation 
of detailed plans. 

riff) Deo On JCS 1887/410, "Plan for U.S. ^ 
Military Action ii>^rdan or Lebanon tPff^i CCS 381 
(8-23-57) sec 2. 
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27 Nov 57 The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved Tab A of 

Appendix VIII (Course of Action 8) to Annex A to 
CINCSPECOMMB'8 OPLAN 215-58 for emergency use and 
pending final approval, subject to oertaln specified 
modifications. The approved Tab A covered deploy- 
ment of US forces to Lebanon or Jordan in the event 
of ft coup d'etata 

Meg, JOS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 933332, 
272257Z NOV 57, derived from (j») JCS 2034/^1, Memo 
by Chm JMEFO, "Recooittendatlons on Tab 'A' of 
Aunendlx VIIX to Annex 'A* of CINCSFECOnMS Op Plan 
SS-Sa (U),» 26 Nov 57, CCS 381 (3-14-49)^ sec 5. 

27 Nov 57 the Joint Chiefs of Staff Informed the Secretary 
of Defense that they had prepared a tentative plan 
for US military action in Jordan or I^banon in case 
of a coup d'etat in either country, and that the 
planneToperatlons were dependent on (1) staging 
bases for US forces at Adana, Turkey, and in Libya 
and Cyprus, (2) overflight rights in Israel, and 
(3) Btaglng and overflight rights in Prance, Italy, 
Greece, England, and Canada. The Secretary was 
asked to comiunlcate this Infomation to SecState 
and request him to take action to Insure the 
availability of these rights. 

On 6 December, the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (ISA) infomed the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff that he had personally presented 
the above memorandum to Mr. WilUam M. Rountree, 
the Assistant Secretary of State concerned with 
Middle Eastern affairs. 

LS^) Memo, CJCS to SeoDef , "Staging Rights 
in Turkey, Libya and Cyprus Plus Overflight Rights 
aJS J. 27 NOV S7. CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 3, 


28 Nov 57 The Secretary of State instructed the US Ambassador 
in Jordan to reassure King Hussein of continuing US 
interest In the stability. Independence, ajd 
integrity of Jordan. As evidence of the US attitude, 
the Ambassador would cite the current aid programs 
and past US action toward aggression as demonstrated 
In the case of the Israeli invasion of Suez. 

^ Msg, SecState to Amman, 1294, 28 Nov 57. 

? Dec 57 The JCS infomed CINCSPECC»1ME that his draft OPLAN 
215-58 (revision of OPLAN 215-56) had been approved, 
subject to certain modifications. Pending 
development by CINCSPECOMMB of supporting sections 
and annexes, the JCS approved references to OPLAN 
215-58 for interim guidance, and the use of suitable 
portions of Appendix VIII to Annex A to OPLAM 215-5o 
in completing the Jordan -Lebanon contingency plan. 

(Jra) Msg, JCS to CINCNEIM, JCS 933492, 03l456z 
Dec 57, derived from (isT JCS 2034/39, Rpt bv jSPC, 
"Draft ciNCSPEGOHMB^eperBtlon Plan 215-5° (U),' 
22 Nov 57i CCS 381 (3-14-49) sec 5. 
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4 Dep 57 rtie Joint Chiefs of Staff Informed the Secreta^ 
of Defense that they believed the unoatlsfactory 
DoUtlco-mlUtary situation In the Middle East posed 
a Berloua threat to the aeourity of the US and the 
Free World. Exploitation of that situation by the 
USSR resulted in a spread of Conmunist domination 
that could not be prevented by military measures 
alone. Hence, linnedlate and decisive US poj-ijical 
and diplomatic action was imperative to stabilize 
the Middle East under conditions faw^a^l® *° l"!u«*. 
Free World. The Joint Chiefs of Staff declared that 
the US political effort must directly attack the 
baslo Arab-Israeli problem, from which all other 
difficulties in the area stemmed. They considered 
^vthat Its resolution depended ont^ (1) the fixing of 
imed boundaries for Israel. (2) a Westwn guarantee 
that Israel would stay within the boundarlee thus 
fixed, and (3) settlement of the Arab refugee 
pSSlin. The Joint Chiefs of Staff affl™^ tjj* 
the threat to US security If the US failed to take 
the initiative in solving the problem was so great 
as to transcend the Interests of any minority group 

- within the US. IC:SeoDef concurred, JCS reconaaended 
- that he forward the above views to SecState with the 

reoonaendation that the matter be brought before 
the National Security Council as a matter of urgency. 
(«e1 Memo, C3A to SecDef , "Resolution of^the 

- Middle EMt Question (U)," 4 Dec 57, derived from 
iaa) JCS 1887/409, same subj, l8 Nov 57, CCS 381 
(8-a3-57) sec 4. 

10 Dec 57 The Aseistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) Informed 
JCS of the State Department «s opinion that 
. . accelerated delivery of a squadron P^^^ 

to Iraq, as had been reoonnended by the JCS, would 
be politically unwise at present, but *hat the 
early establishment of an air-defense capability 
in Iraq was politically important. Hence the 
State Department favored an inmedlate survey to 
determine the ralnlmum requirements of the Iraqi 
Air Force in this regard, "me Assistant SecDef 
indicated that the Department of the Air Force 
would be requested to undertake the survey, as a 
step toward refining a military assistance program 

for ^SJ-j^^ ^33^ SecDef (ISA) to CJCS, "Military 
Assistance to the Middle East (U)i" lO Dec 57, 
circulated as fff) JCS 1887/420, l6 Deo 57, CCS 381 
(8-23-57) sec 4, 

27 Dec 57 The Joint Chiefs of Staff noted the conclusions 
Z7 Dec t)f JSVreport by the Joint Middle East Planning Com- 
mittee that (1) US military support should be pro- 
vided to Iraq and Saudi Arabia if those nations 
were to take military action to counter a coup 
d'etat in Jordan, and (2) details regardirignEFris 
TJS""mIIitary support would require discussion with 
military representatives of Iraq and Saudi Arabia, 
The support would include airlifting advance Iraqi 
and token Saudi Arabian ground forces into Jordan, 
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and providing supplies for these forces, fighter- 
bomber aircraft for Iraq with maintenance and 
training support, and Infonaation and assistance 
through US liaison teams posing as observers. 
Meanwhile US forces would maintain air surveillance 
of -Jordan's frontiers and stand ready to intervene 
lii:the operation if necessary. 

fWT Dec On JCS 1887/423, "U.S. Military 
Support for Military Action In Jordan by Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia tflS)," 27 Deo 57» CCS 38I (8-23-57) 
seo 4. 

- "'■■■'•.'"'^^"^'•ji-*-;. > - "• . ' ■ • 

31 Bee 57' Foreign Minister Rlfai of 'Jordan stated that his 
country would need an average of igO million In US 
aid a year for five to ten years to help finance 
her economy and amed forces. 
NOT, 1 Jan 58, 1:4. 

8 Jan 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff reported to the Secretary 
ot-Cefense on the advisability of furnishing mlll- 
. tary equipment requested by the Lebanese Amy. 
Ukwllling to endorse the entire Lebanese request 
because of its excessive oonoem with major end 
items, the Joint Chiefs of Staff certified that US 
military objectives in ..the Middle Bast would be 
'''served by supplying selected items of military 
equipment that would give Lebanon increased cap- 
ability to maintain internal security and some 
capability to defend against aggression. 

Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Request from the 
Lebanon Anny for U.S. Military Equipment 
8 Jan 58, derived from {nef JCS 1887/426, CCS 38I 
(- " 


EMHEA (11-19-47) sec 67 

10 Jan 58 Itie Joint Chiefs of Staff informed the Secretary of 
Defense that the plan requested by the Deputy 
Secretary of State on 8 November 1957 for possible 
combined US-UK milltcucy intervention in case of an 
ISBilnent or actual coup d'etat in Jordan and/or 
Lebanon had been prepared, on reviewing the plan, 
the JCS had found it to be a suitable basis for 
detailed operational planning. Htmy considered, 
however, that such planning should not be conducted 
for the time being because of the x>ossibillty of 
compromising the plan and thereby Jeopardizing the 
US position both in the Uhlted Nations and with the 
remainder of the Arab world. The Secretary was 
requested to obtain the concurrence of SecState in 
these views. 

(4ff) Memo, CJCS to SecDef* "Contingency Plan 
for U.S. -U.K. MlUtary Action in Jordan and/or 
Lebanon (TS)," 10 Jan 58, derived from (Off) JCS 
1887/427, CCS 381 (8-23-57) see 5. 

15 Jan 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed t^e Secretary of 
Defense that to insure adequate ooonunicatlons 
support of the plan for possible U3 military Inter- 
vention in Jordan oxu:C«banon they reconimendcd the 
clandestine establishment, if politically feasible, 
of a military medium-high-power radlp transmitter 


in Annan, Jordan. Oha JCS re^pieated that fecDef 
Stain the approval of the State Department for this 
undertaiOng. ^ ^ « 

(JW) Memo. CJCS to SeoDef. "Plan /or U.S. Mili- 
tary Action m Jordan or Lebanon (U)." 15 Jan 5o, 
dert^ved from (TS) JCS 2034/M6, CC53 38X (3-1^-^) 
aao 6. 

15 Jan 58 The OS Embassy In Damascua reported a strong revival 
X3 jan 3o of'tS Syrian movement for union with Egypt, backed 
by^Bost Syrian political leaders. The Embassy 
suggested that the US was In no poaitlon to^check 
thS movement and would be wasting Pf^o^igf^i;, 
openly opposing so popular a cause, ^J^^^JSiSSiia 
of -Syria by Nasser was obviously far. from attractive. 
It-seemed the lesser of two evils when compared with 
tha only apparent alternative: Conminist entrench- 
ment In Syria so substantial that It could only be 
dealt with by force from outside. 

(at Msg I Damascua to SeoState, 13h, 15 Jan 5°* 

20 Jan 58 "ma JCS approved the ^in*l vemonofTab A to 

ApnendUc VIII to Annex A of CINCSraOCJimB'a OPLAN^ 
215-58, subject to certain modifications made after 
the tentative approval of Tab A onr.27"November 1957 
and to the following: The plans should be 
sufficiently flexible to permit implementation with 
fewer than the total allocated forces. If the JCS 
deteinlned that the total forces were not needed. 
The JCS also Informed CINCSBBCaMMB that they approv- 
ed the prestocking of certain auppUea at Adana, 

fiery Msg, JCS to USCIHCBim and CINCHEI«, JCS 
935644, 201621Z Jan 58, derived from {JSS) JCS 
203VS6, ftpt by J3PC, "Tab 'A' to Appendix VIII to 
Annex «A« of cmCSPECaW Operation Plan 215-58 
(U)/ 7 Jan 58, CCS. 381 (3rl4-i»9) eeo 6. 

22 Jan 58 The National Security Council adopted NSC 5801/1, 
"Long-Range US PoUcy Toward the Near fiast," which 
superseded NSC 5428, approved 23 July 54. NSC 
5801/1 was approved by the President an 24 January 

"^^^'nSC 5801/1 described four major US objectives 
in the Middle East: (1) ^° maintain for the US and 
Its allies the resources, strategic positions, and 
passage rights of the area, and to deny to the Soviet 
bloc strategic positions and control of Middle East 
resources; (2) to maintain stable, friendly, and 
progressive governments In the Middle Bast 5 (3) to 
achieve an early resolution of the Arab-Israeli 
dispute; and (4) to prevent further extension of 
Soviet Influence and reduce existing Soviet 
Influence. ^ ,j 

TO achieve these objectives, the US would, in 
general: (1) provide Free World leadership and 
aasume major responsibility for the Free World in 
the Middle East; (2) seek to guide Middle EP.st 
revolutionary and natlonaUstlc pressures into 
orderly channels, not antagonistic to the west; 
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(3) encouraga the economic development of the area 
and be prepared. If necessary « to Increase US 
aoonomlo aid; and (4) provide military aid to 
friendly oountrlea. 

In support of this general guidance , the US 
would » among other things: 

1. Implement the polloy established by the 
American Doctrine; support but not Join the Baghdad 

. paot; and, if necessaryj accept a neutralist 
orientation of Middle East states and provide 
.aaalatance to neutralist states In order to develop 
local antl-Consunlst strength, 

2« - proclaim US support for the Ideal of Arab 

unity. Dlaoreetly enoourage the ultimate federation 

■ z of ..Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Iraq, or of two of 
thaae states, and to this end strengthen Iraqi and 
Saudi Influence in Jordan, while at tha same time 
providing economic and military aid to Jordan. 
Seek continuing Israeli aoquieacence in these moves 
eonoemlng Jordan* 

3, Seek to counterbalance Egypt *s preponderant 
poBltion of leadership In the Arab world by 
strengthening more moderate Arab states. Seek to 
. - detennine if. tha Meat could profit from Nasser » a 
neutrallBt poUdea, and, if ao, aaaist Egypt where 
a clear-cut auid oro ouo could be arransed. 

'J Maintain support of the present Iraqi 
■■• regime, but encourage trenda toward the peaceful 
' establishment of a mora broadly-baaed moderate 
progressive government. Enoourage Iraq to exercise 
constructive leadership within tha Arab world. 

6. Provide Lebanon with political support and 
with milltauT- assistance for internal security 
problems • 

7. Keep the UK currently informed, and work 
with it on Middle East problems to the extent 
eooipatible with US area objectives. Xnfoxm the 

•.-French generally, but with caution, and consult 
and exchange views with other Free World countries. 

ix) NSC Action NO. 1845, 22 Jan 58. 
NSO 5801/1, "Long-Rang US Policy fToward the Near 
Sat," a Jan 587 CCS 381 ElMBA^ 11-19-47) BP pt 7. 

27 Jan 58 Tha US Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to advise 
President Chamoun and Foreign Minister Malik that 
the US had decided to provide a limited number of 
modem Jet fighters to Lebanon, the exact number and 
type to be determined later, and to facilitate the 
purchase of additional aircraft by Lebanon. He was 
also to advise them that the US was considering 
other forms of aid for Lebanon. (The US planned to 
supply six Hawker Hunter Mark VI Jets, with the 
expectation that Lebanon would purchase six more, 
and was contemplating additional grant military 
aaalatance to include. a small nuniber of light tanks.) 


9 


{B) M8g, jSeoState to Beirut « 3020, 27 Jan 58. 

•^0 Jan 58 The US AmbaBsador was Inatpucted to Infom Jordan 
30 jan 50 ^^^laSTmilllon from US FY 1958 funds were ear- 
marked for budgetary support d^^^^^^'tS^TL^S 
{g) Mag, SeoState to Anoan, lB28, 30 Jan 58. 

30 Jan 58 At the final public meeting of the Baghdad Pact 
ju jan 3P conference In Ankara, Secretary of State Dulles told 
the delegates that the US was fully coomltted to 
baok up the defenses of the Pact powers. He stated 
■ that congressional approval of the American Doctrine 
- had the same effect as actual US mfmbershlp in the 
. Baghdad Pact. . ; 

■ '^'r]^sr:V7l, 31 Jan 58, 1:1. ' ' 

1 Feb 58 EOTt and Syria issued a proclamation announcing 
their Intention of uniting as one state, to be 
named the united Arab RepubUo, with "one flag, one 
axny, one people." Presidents Kuwatly of Syria and 
Naaaer of Egypt were to address their parliaments on 
S^bruary, and the peoples of Syria and Egypt were 
v.v t^ivote in a plebiscite within 30 days on the 
^ question of union snd the choice of a ^ead of^state 
for the new nation. Ihe proclamation ^a^-^-ea the 
prospective merger as a step totmrd a general union 

2 Feb 58, lii, 5:X. - ~ -: 

^ Feb 58 Tt»^ US Ambassador in Jordan was officially informed 
3 Feb 50 JordJm that Saudi adherence to the proposed Arab 

Uhlon of Iraq and Jordan was contingent upon Iraqi 
Sihdrawal from the Baghdad pact. Saudi Arabia had 
also indicated that It would be Impossible to provide 
the $15 million promised Jordan for the next FY. 
Meanwhile, the Soviet Union had made overtures to 
Jordan regarding the establishment of diplomatic 
relations and had offered unlimited economic and 
technical aid. Itierefore, Jordan requested public 
support by the US for the proposed organization of 
pro-Western Arab states, no US opposition to Iraqi 
withdrawal from the Baghdad Pact, and $60 million 
la US assistance for all purposes, Including replace- 
ment of the Saudi default. 

(ir) Msg, Anman to SecState, 1433, 3 Fob 58. 

R Feb 58 Itie US Ambassador in Iraq reported on a meeting 

5 Feb 50 ix«^uo ^^^^^ Abdulillah, which the British 

AnOiaasador also attended. According to Abdulillah, 
the very existence of Iraq was being threatened by 
the iimninent union of Egypt and Syria. Iraq there- 
fore contemplated taking various actions, including 
military intervention, to overthrow the Syrian 
regime prior to the plebiscite scheduled for^21 
February, and thus frustrate Nasser"; P«>Je«t' The 
Crown Prince desired an indication of the attitude 
of the US and UK toward the Iraqi proposal, as well 
aa the extent of support that might J© expected. 

tflff) Msg, Baghdad to SeoState, 128^, 5o. 
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5 Feb 58 The Secretary of State instructed the US Ambassador 
In- Jordan to infoiro King Hussein that, although the 
QSrfavored Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and i^banon 
eatablishing closer political relations among them- 
eelves, any publlo expression of IB approval in the 
: , absence of substantial progress toward realizing such 
a?goal would serve no useful. purpose ^ The Ambassador 
' was also instructed to convey reassurances that 
I Jordan *s essential-needs would continue to receive 

"sympathetic consideration by the IJSV^ ^ 
. La) Meg, SecState to Annan, 1873* 5 Feb 5o, 

5 Feb 58 msldent Kuwatly of . Syria foxnally announced 

-^Syria's union with Egypt, »uthe same speech he 
'>^^^nomlnated President Nasser of rBgypt to be president 
K of-the Uhlted Arab HepubUo (UAR) end said that he 
■ lli-C'^ would be the first to vote for Nasser in the 
' ^^^plebisicite to be held on: 21: February, 
"v/v 6 Feb 58, 5:1-- . -^^ -^J. 

7 Feb 58 The US Ambassador in Iraq reported that he had been 

advised by Crown Prince AbdullUah that Iraq was 
. . -r^^^ preparing to move troops into Jordan as soon as - 
^€ipo88lble, should they be requested by King Hussein 
i^'^ iAen he and King Faisal net on 9JFebr»»ry. 
- i (is) Msg, Baghdad to.SeoState, 1294, 7 Feb 58. 

8 Feb 58 " Att^^analysis by:the U3:Emba8sy in DMascus discounted 

'-*^dottbts expressed in other quarters about the 
a bility of the Egyptian-Syrian UAR, stressing: (1) the 
unifying influence of -the- existence of Israel; 
. » (2) the lack of Syrian nationalism except as part of 
■ ^the "Arab nation"; (3) the awareness of Nasser of 
the possible threats within Syria to the union; and 
(4) the strong internal political reasons for 
--• Syrian adherence to the union. - ' " ,,0 

ifS) Msg, Damascus to SecState, 2207* 0 Feb 58. 

12 Feb 58 Nurl Infomed the US Ambassador in Baghdad that he 
had- been asked to form a new Iraqi government, but 
his acceptance depended on US willingness to provide 
Iraq with adequate air strength. He specifically 
..-.^wanted two squadrons of Jet interceptors, with 
'" neeessary training personnel, before he would agree 
to. assume office. „ ^ 

-^(as) Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 1327i 12 Feb 58. 

14 Feb 58 Iraq and Jordan signed an agreement for the union 

of the two kingdoms. Under the Arab Uhlon agreement, 
both King Faisal II of Iraq and King Hussein of 
Jordan were to retain their thrones, but there was 
to .be a large measure of uiaf ication in defense and 
.administration. ^During its five months* existence, 
the new state was sametliBes called, in the press and 
elaewhere, the Arab Federation, but In the official 
usage of the US State Departeent It was the Arab 

^^^HYT^^i^ Feb 58, 1:2. 
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l8 Feb 58 A Lebanese Foreign Ministry spokesman announced 
that Lebanon Would Join neither the UAH nor the 
Arab union. 

_ ......... NOT. 19 Feb 58; 2i%. 


20 Feb 58 


T Bie eatabllBh- 

S^V( 


"^nent of the Arab mion would not esTve the most 
iiSillinportant donestlo problems of. either Iraq or Jordan, 
--^'^ and might, indeed, malce scoe of- them more serious* 
.^'The radical nationalists in-lraq, however, would 
'^"probably not create a serious seotinty problem, and 
"the principal internal threat would come from 
^ Jordan (B Palestinian population. Nevertheless, If " 

the Arab Uhlon survived Its Initial difficulties 
.,,and was able to capltaUzeiOn:iraQl eoonomlo 
..■reaouroesi^lts lonn-texm uroeoeote would be favorable. 

21 Feb 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff dlieoted CINCNEIW to pre- 
' - pare a basic operational plan, based on CINCSFECOHMB 
^^■^mO¥LkS 215-58, for US^lltary action In limited war- 
situations in the Middle East. The plan should pro- 
ivlde the baalo Intelllgenoe, logletloe, oonmunlca- 
t tions, and connand arrangements required. Tabs to 
r '^"^ the plan should then be prepared to cover certain 
* "specific operations (for which operational plans 
• • were already in existence) t protection of US 

nationals and Interests, action to deter or Inter-' 
" vene in Arab- Israeli hostilities, .and Intervention 
In. Jordan and/or Lebanon. Data for preparation of 
additional taba would be furnished by the JCS when 
they felt the situation oalled for further specific 
operational plans. 

ifJSe) SM-126-58 to CINCNEIM, "Military Planning 
for the haddle East fr)," SI Peb 58, derived from 
(J«f) JCS 1887/433j CCS 38I EMMEA sec 68. 

21 Peb 58 m- plebiscites in Egypt and^yrla, voters gave almost 
unanimous approval to the joining of the two 
countries in the united Arab Republic and elected 
- Nasser the first president of. the UAR. 
NOT, 23 Feb 58, 1:2. 

25 Feb 58 The US Oovemment officially recognized the Qovem- 
ment of the united Arab RepubUc (UAR) . In a state- 
ment announcing recognition, the State Department 
said that it had noted the assurances of the UAR 
that it intended to respect and observe its inter- 
national obligations, including all existing 

obligations of Egypt and Syria. 

Dept of State Bulletin , Vol XXXVIIZ, No. 977 
(17 Mar 58), p. ^iSl : . 


26 Teb 58 A visit of UAR President Nasser to Damascus was 

reported to be* arousing enthusiasm among the Moslem 
population of nearby Lebanon, Many of the Lebanese 
Noslema were travelling to Bemasous to Join in the 
pro-Nasser dononstratlons In that city. Christian 
leaders In Lebanon were reportedly fearful that the 
foznatlon of the UAR might endanger the Independent 
future of their country. 
NOT, 27 Feb 58, 5:5.' 

28 Feb 58 Aooordlng to a CIA report. All Abu Nuwar, exiled 
foxiner Jordanian Chief of Staff living In Syria, 
was plotting to overthrow King Hussein and to bring 
Jordan Into the Uhlted Arab Republlo. Also 
associated with Nuwar was an Iraqi clique planning 
to overthrow King Faisal and brlxig Iraq into the UAR« 


4«T Msg, CIA to JCS, TDCS - S/S'JB, 169, 
11 Mar 58, DA IN 99925 (12 Mar 58) . 

3 Mar 58 Nuri became Premier of Iraq. He had resigned from 
this position In June 1957 because of ill health, 
but his great prestige made him the. only possible 
leader to head the Iraqi Cabinet during implementa- 
tion of! the Arab Union, recently fomied by Iraq and 
Jordan. 

NYT . 4 Mar 58, 3:5. 

5 Kar 58 Lt. Col. Abdul Hamid SerraJ, the Syrian Army's 
"strong man," charged at a news conference in 
Damascus that King Saud of Saudi Arabia had attempt- 
ed to procure the assassination of president Nasser 
and a Syrian Anny coup d'etat , led by SerraJ , who 
was then to form a new Syrian Government not allied 
with Egypt. SerraJ showed reporters photostats of 
three checks from Saud totaling 1,900,000 pounds. 
He asserted that Saudis go-between had stated that 
the US Covemment was aware of these plans and would 
lead the way in recognizing the new Syrian Qovemment 
that SerraJ was supposed to establish, 
m, 6 Mar 58, 1:2. 

7 Mar 58 L 


USCINCEUR to JCS, 7 Mar 58, DA IN 


99028 (8 Mar 58), CCS^38l (8-23-57) sec 5 


1 


- 13 


8 Mar 58 Prealdent Nasser of the United Arab Republic and 
the Crown Prince of Yemen signed an agreement 
federating their two countries, under the agreement 
Yemen was to retain its existing regime and Inter- 
national status, but the federation was to have 
"unified armed forces" and a united foreign policy • 
NYT , 9 Mar 58f 19t3. 

11 Mar 58 In Manila for the SEATO Conference, British Foreign 
Secretary Selwyn Lloyd told Secretary Dulles that 
during his stopover at Baghdad he had found Iraqi 
leaders In a very Jittery state, visibly worried 
about the continued exiatence of the regime. Un- 
eettXlng faotora appeared to be the lapact of 
NaBser's appeal in Iraq and the unpopularity of the 
projected Iraqi tie with Jordan in the Arab union. 
Hie Iraqi leaders had pressed Lloyd for British 
asBlstance, which the UK was willing to give, and 
Lloyd now turned to Secretary Dulles for US support. 
Specifically, Lloyd desired a US extension of credit 
to Iraq and the provision of fighter aircraft to 
that country, ^ ,^ 

t!») Msg, Manila to SeoState, SECTO 12, 
11. Mar 56, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) aeo 68. 

11 Mar 58 In response to Secretary of State miles' report of 

his conversation with Selwyn Lloyd (see above item), 
the State Department provided the SecretEu:y with a 
suggested reply to the British request. 'Rie US 
Oovemment agreed to the urgent necessity of support- 
ing the Arab Union and was willing to match the pro- 
posed British contribution of the 50,000 pounds for 
an Iraqi propaganda project, nie US would find 
greater difficulty in extending credit, but It was 
prepared to consider assisting individual develop- 
ment projects In Jordan and Iraq. Vlhile willing to 
give assurance of the Intention of providing Iraq 
with fighter aircraft, the US Government could not 
act until the report of the US survey team, scheduled 
to leave shortly for Iraq, had been received. The 
US wished to impress the Iraqi leaders with the 
importance of making the Arab union a real federatiorv 
within which Iraq would assist Jordan. The US also 
wished to emphasize Its belief that Iraq and Jordan 
should not attempt any military move against the UAH. 

^W) Mag, SeoState to Manlla.^TOSBC 22, 11 Mar 
58, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) see 68. 

12 Map 58 The US Ambassador in Baghdad, in reporting his 

estimate of the position of the Iraqi regime, stated 
that the Iraqi Anny and policy showed no signs of 
disaffection, and no effective leadership or 
organization existed among the political opposition. 
Further, he felt that Prime Minister Nuri and the 
Crown Prince could weather Nasser's expected prop- 
aganda offensive. 

(48) Msg, Baghdad to SeoState, 1513, 12 Mar 58. 
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12 Mar 58 The US Ambassador In Lebanon predicted that the new 
united Arab Republic of Egypt and Syria would 
generate increasing tensions In the Hlddle East. 
He anticipated that Lebanon would be subjected to 
severe Internal and external pressures, which might 
lead the government to ask for fulfillment of 
exLstlng British, French, and US promises of support. 
The Ambassador felt that the American Doctrine would 
not be applicable in this case, unless the UAR 
moved closer to Commanlsm than seflBSd probable at 
the moment. He suggested that the State Department 
"might wish to have in mind what answer to given 
when I am sunmoned to Palace at midnight and asked 
for Instant help*" ^ 
«88t B«lwi* to SeoState, 3033, 12 Mar 58, 
DA IH 100429 (13 Mar 58); 

12 Mar 58 'me us Ambassador in Jidda reported that the 

Egyptian military advisers to Saudi Arabia had left, 
and that the USHTM had been re(|uested by the Saudi 
Minister of Defense to assume expanded training 
responsibilities, ^ 
Msg, Jidda to SeoState, 88I, 12 Mar 58. 

13 Mar 58 Otie National Security Council noted the President's 

request that the Department of State, in consulta* 
tlon with the Department of Defense, urgently, explore 
what types of US support might be given to the 
governments of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Saudi 
Arabia if required or requested in the immediate 
future, "mis was NSC Action 1875* approved by the 
President on I5 March. 

(JS&) Memo, Dep SecDef to SeoAimy, et al., 
"Possible U.S. Actions in Support of pro-western 
Nations in the Near East 19 Mar 58, end to 

fS) JCS. 1887/442, Note by Seoys, same subj, 24 
Mar 58, CCS 381 EHMEA (11-19-47) seo 69. 

14 Mar 58 The State Department directed the US AmbSBsador 

in Jidda to inform King Saud that the US was vd.ll- 
Ing to undertake to the fullest extent possible 
the functions formerly perfoimed by the departing 
Egyptian military advisers. 

tff) Msg, SeoState to Jidda, 1284, l4 Mar 58, 
CCS 331 EMMEA (11-19-47) 800^68. 

18 Mar 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut was requested to 

apprise Chamoun of the US position on Lebanon's 
presidential election and efforts to amend the 
constitution to permit Chamoun to succeed himself. 
The US viewed the issue as a domestic political 
problem which, though having a bearing on the 
internal security situation, could only be decided 
by the Lebanese. Therefore the US would remain 
impartial and aloof. For the Ambsussador's informa- 
tion, the US would not attempt further to dissuade 
Chamoun from seeking re -election and at the same 
time would avoid any indication of supporting him. 
However, if circumstances so required, covert 
assistance might be considered. 

(Off) Msg, Seoatj|te to Beirut, 3626, 18 Mar 58. 
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18 Mar 58 


20 Mar 58# iw luawY ^zi Mar 50)- 

18 Mar 58 Hie US Ambassador In Beirut was instructed to renew 
to Foreign Minister Malik the assuranceB of the US 
detemination to support the territorial Integrity 
and independence of Lebanon In the face of external 
aegression and internal subversion. The US would be 
prepared to consider giving Nasser a direct warning 
if convincing evidence appeared that he was planning 
an agsresBive move against Lebanon. 

(») Msg, SeoState to Beirut, 3629, 18 Mar 58. 

22 Mar 58- The Joint Chiefs of Staff requested CINCSPECOMMB to 

prepare, as a matter of priority, plans for dealing 
with a possible coup d * etat in Saudi Arabia. The 
plans were to cover action to protect D81 nationals 
and interests, to maintain order, to re-establish 
the authority of a friendly government, and,, 
possibly, to deter a coup if one seema Immi nent. 

USO) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB etal.,^JCS, ^ 
938895, 22 Mar 58, derived from (StfT^ 1887/438, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 5. 

23 Mar 58 King Saud issued a decree vesting the main responsi- 

bility for the foiraulation and execution of Saudi 
Arabian domestic and foreign policy in Crown Frince 
Faisal. 

C9) Msg, Jidda to SeeState, 943j 23 Mar 58. 
NYT, 25 Mar 58, 1:4. 

27 Mar 58 CINCSPECOMME submitted an outline operation plan 
for dealing with a possible coup d^etat in Seudi 
Arabia, in accordance with his instructions of 
22 March. On 7 April 1958 the Joint Chiefs of staff 
gave general approval to this plan, pending sub- 
mission of the completed version for review. 4t 

{J9B) Msg, CINCSPECOMMB to JCS, 27 Mar 58, DA IN 
104661 (29 Mar 58K Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, 

JCS 939730, 07223oZ'Apr 58, derived from {ySl JCS 
1887/446. All in CCS 38I (8-23-57) sec 6. # 
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27 Mar 58 The US Ambaesador in Beirut reported that a meeting 

to crystallize opposition to the re-eXection of 
President Chamoun took place at the home ottoTsaeT 
Foreign Minister Henri Pharaon. The 80 participantB, 
Including pranlnent ChrletlanB and Moslems, signed 
a. resolution that called for a combined Christian 
and Moslem effort to oppose Chamoun's re-election 
and warned that the people were Justified In using 
aUL available means to prevent a renewal of the 
presidential tem. Ambassador McCllntock believed 
Chamoun would seek another tenn, in which case 
internal disturbances night lead *5 » ci^^^*;^-^ 
C«1 Msg, Beirut to SaoState, 3242, 28 Mar 58, 
TOL lN^6i»691 (29 Hap 58). 

28 Mar 58 -me joint Chiefs of Staff reoooaaended that the 

^ Secretary of Defense request the Secretary of State 
to reconsider the decision not to undertake negoti- 
ations for staging and prestocking rights at Adana 
Air Field in Turkey, ^ ' ^ „ 

iJ?8l Memo, .CJC3 to SecDef , "Staging and Pre- 
stocking Rights in Turkey, Libya and Crorus w , 
28 Mar 58?CCS 38I (8-23-57) sec 6, derived from 
(is) JC3 1887/439, same file, sec 5. 

28 Mar 58 The Chief of Staff, Anny, pointing out that NATO 
Bhleld forces in Western Europe might be weakened 
at a critical time by the withdrawal of US Army 
combat troops for contingency operations in the 
Middle East, recomnended that the cONUS-based 
Strategic Anny Corps be used as wi ajte^'a*® 0°^^ 
of troops for such operations. On 15 May ig5o> at 
the request of its originator, this reoooanendation 
was withdrawn from consideration by the JCS. 

ise) JCS 1887/444, Memo bv CSA, "Utilization 
of Strategic Airoy Corps (STRAC) for Contingency 
Operations in the Middle East Wi 1 ^PJoJ^i^? 
N/H of JCS 1887/444, 15 May 58, CCS 38I EMMEA 


.19-47) sec 69. 


28 Mar 58 The Department of Defense reconmcnded to the Depart- 
ment of State that an appropriate agreement be 
negotiated with Lebanon, or a presidential deter- 
mination instrument (under the Mutual Security Act) 
be instituted, in order to make Lebanon eligible 
for grant military aid, specifically the items of 
military equipment reoonmended by the JCS on 
8 January 195o« . ^ « 

ttf) Ltr, Spec Asst to Dep Asst SecDef (ISA) to 
Spec Asst for Mutual Security Coordination. Dept 
State, 28 Mar 58, end to (a) N/H of JCS 1887/426, 
7 Apr 58, CCS 381 EMNBA (11-19-47) Beo 67. 

1 Anr 58 The Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) informed 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff that the State Department 
considered the clandestine establishment of a 
radio transmitter in Annan, Jordan, to be political- 
ly infeasible at the present time. (See item of 15 
January 1958.) \^ 
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iart Memo, Asat SecDef (ISA) to CJCS, Plan 
of U^S. Military Action In Jordan or I*ebanon (U), 
1 Apr 58, reproduced In tffff) JCS 2034/55, Note by 
Seo?I, aSme iubj, 8 Apr 58, CCS 381 (3-14-49) aec 8. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff Infomed the Repreaenta- 
tlveo of the British Chiefs of Staff that they 
considered the plan prepared by US 
staff officers for possible US-UK military inter- 
vantlon in Jordan or Lebanon to be a suitable basis 
for detailed coordination operational planning. 
H^wr, the Joint Chiefs of Staff did not believe 
that such detailed planning was required at the 
presenttlae.^ to Reps of Br Chfs of Staff, 
"Contingency Plans for U.S,-U.K. MlUtanr Action 
m Jordan and/or Lebanon 7 A^ 58. CCS 3^ 

(8-23-57) aeo 6, derived from (Jff) JOS 1887/427* 
sane file, seo 5* 

The US Ambassador in Beirut transmitted a formal 
SbaneBe^requeBt for $15 million in US aid. The 
aid was to be applied to urgently needed economic 
technical development projects, the epeciflc 
Sature of which woulffbe determined in aubsequent 
negotiations. The Lebanese Government hoped the 
requested funds could be allocated lanediately 
from US appropriations for foreign aid In the 
current fiscal year ending 30 f»e,5o. ^ 
t«J Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 3395# H Apr 58. 

cmCSPECOHMB submitted to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff for review hla con^Jleted plan for possible 
SlUtary Intervention in Saudi ^bla, in accordance 
with his instructions dated 7 APJll-T^e completed 
plan was in the form of a Tab B to Appendix VIII or 

Annex A to CINCSPECOMME OPLAN 215-58. 

t«fr) Ltr, CINCSPECOMME to CJCS, ^"CINCSPECOMME 

OPlJQI^5-58.* 10 April 58, End to (aff) JCS 

2olK?587Noti by SeSys, ^sipplement to 0INCSPK30MME 
5mN 215-58 (U)/ e^viv 58, CC3 381 (3-l4-i«9) aec 8. 

The British military member of the US-UK Working 
oSup told the Or^ that the British f aae^:^?*^ "^f^ 
the JCS view, expressed in the memorandum of 7 April, 
that detailed coordinated operational planning for 
possible US-UK military intervention in Jordan or 
Lebanon was not required for the time being. He 
said the British would lilce to have a tesm of 
planners work with the JCS in rewriting and extend- 
ins the plan, in view of changed circumstances in 
■ the area, and that they believed the major area 
commanders, at least, should be Included in the 
plannln|. .^^^ ^ ^ 5*^y/^S?^' 
Asst for Near East Affairs to Asst SecDef (ISA) , 
"Working Group Meeting. 10 Apr 195o» H Apr 50* 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec b. 
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14 Aor 58 The New York Times correepondent In Cairo reported 
that"TPre~Eg3T)^EISrpropa«anda campaign against 
Jordan's King Hussein had Increased greatly in 
seventy and was apparently aimed at stirring up a 
pro-Nasser revolt among Jordan's Palestinian 
population, 

NYT, 15 Apr 58, 5:2. 

lU Aor 58 The New York Times correspondent in Beirut reported 
"k* that~sIcli5rShIngTetween government and opposition 

forces In Lebanon had reached the point where the 
country was on the verge of civil war. me Lebanese 
Aimy was being deployed to prevent a Syrian-support- 
ed revolt by northern tribes. 
Wyr . 15 Apr 58, 2:3. 

19 Aor 58 Crown Prince Faisal of Saudi Arabia announced that 
^ ^ jjj^B Qovemment would not Join the Ohlted Arab 
Republic or the rival Arab Ohlon> but would 
cooperate with both. 

NYT . 20 Apr 58, 1:7. 

2^ Anr 58 The J3SC submitted a report on the responsibilities 
23 Apr 50 {S^^nSaigned the US MlUtary Representative for 
the Middle East and the optUawm location for his 
headquarters. On 13 Jtme, this report was withdrawn 
from further consideration by tlje^JCS. 

J(flS) JCS 1887/450, Rpt by J33C. "U.S. MlUtary 
Reprelentation in the Middle East (U)," 23 Apr 58, 
and kW) N/h of JCS 1887/450, 13 Jtin 58, CCS 38I 
EMHEA (11-19-47), sec 69. 

2"? Aor 58 The State Department Inforaied the British Embassy 
in Washington of the US decision to supply Jet 
aircraft to Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq. Twelve 
Hawker Hunter Mark VI aircraft were going to Jordan, 
and six to Lebanon, within the next three months, 
all to be supplied through offshore procurement in 
the UK. The US requested the UK to assume 
responsibility for training. A squadron (15 air- 
craft) of p86's would go to Iraq, with a small 
number of these being provided, and training started, 
as soon as possible. . 

iff) Msg, SecState to London, 7564, 23 Apr 50, 
CCS 381 EMMBA (11-19-47) sec 69. 

2Q Aor 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut was Instructed to inform 
Malik, in response to a Lebanese request for US 
grant aid from funds appropriated for FY 1958, that 
all such funds had already been conmitted. Further, 
because of constitutional limitations governing 
appropriation procedure, the US was unable to make 
a long-term conittitment to evpport a Lebanese develop- 
ment program but could only consider assistance on a 

''•""iSr'MSI.ISlUt. to Beirut. 4106. 29 Apr 58. 

2Q Aor 58 The us Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to deliver 
29 Apr 50 i^^J^gj. the secretary of State to Malik, which 
was intended to forestall any possible repudiation 
of the American Doctrine by Lebanon because of mis- 
interpretation of its implications. The letter 
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emphasized that adherence to the Doctrine placed no 
obligation on tebanon and Involved no consnltment to 
asalst the US In the event of hostilities between 
the US and any country. The relationship between 
the US and Lebanon continued to be based on the 
principles of the UN Charter and the US desire to 
See Lebanon maintain Its independence and sovereignty. 
H8g« SeoState to Beirut, 4107# 29 Apr 58. 

29 Apr 58 in a message to Secretary Dulles,, Iraqi Foreign 

Minister Jamall declared that US support of Lebanese 
president Chamoun was essential to keep I^banon 
aligned with the West and thus prevent Nasser and 
the USSR from doninatlng the Middle Bast. 

(g) Msg, IQiartoum to SeoState, 913f 29 Apr 

oq Aor 58 The US Ambassador In Jordan reported that King 

Hussein, at the specific request of Chamoun, had 
agreed to provide 500 small anns with a supply of 
imBunltlon as soon as possible. :mese weapons were 
to be used to equip Chamoun 's personal supporters, 
rather than the regulJU" Lebanese aiiaed forces. 

Msg, Annan to SeoState, 185O, 29 Apr 50 • 

30 Apr 58 The State Department directed the US Ambassador in 

Baghdad to infoim Nurl and King Faisal that the US, 
following the survey team report and consultation 
with the UK, had decided to provide Iraq with a 
squadron of 15 f86f Jet aircraft (see item of 23 
April 58)^^^^ g^gg^j^^e to Baghdad, 282T, 30 Apr 58, 
CCS ^ EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 70. 


30 Apr 58 UAH President Nasser conferred for three hours with 
Soviet Premier Khrushchev In Moscow* 
NYT , 1 May 58, 7:1. 

^0 Aor 58 The State Department announced the release of certain 
^ *^ bloclced funds of Egypt (now UAR), in recognition of 

the satisfactory agreement recently concluded between 

the UAR and the Suez Canal Company. 

Dept of State Bulletin , Vol XXXVIII, No. 986 

(19 May 58), p. B3(r. 

U May 58 The US, British, and French Ambassadors in Beirut, 
believing that the Lebanese situation was likely to 
become critical within another week, agreed on a 
Joint appreciation of the situation, for urgent con- 
sideration by their governments. President Chamotm 
was almost certain to seek amendment of the consti- 
tution and stand for re-election, but disorders would 
have to be expected if he was successful. The three 
Ambassadors concluded that the West, faced with a 
choice of supporting Chamoun or standing aloof, would 
have to support Chamoun, despite the risks, since 
western failure to back him would have an adverse 
effect on the friends and allies of the West in the 
entire Middle East. ^ 
ta») Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3647, 4 May 50, 
OCJOS files. 


- 20 


8 Mav 58 iraol Foreign Minister Jamall told correspondents 
B May 50 H^'^^.l iriql- Ambassador in Cairo had been directed 
to proteai strongly to the UAR Foreign Minister over 
Inflaiamatory Cairo radio broadcasts auned at Iraq. 
HTO . 9 May 58, 2:3. 

8 May 58 Naaslb Metnl, a "crusading" I^banese J^^^^^f ?^ 
^ ^ Shot down outside his Beirut heme .Jjo f"J??" ^ 
what waa generally regarded as a political filing- 
ltotnl.^ose paper was considered pro-Coniaunist , had 
bSSrin outspSk^n critic of the Chamoun government. 
|«T, 10 May 58, 6:1. 

10 May 58 The Lebanese Axmy moved Into Tripoli to restore 
10 May 50 Sd^JfSfter the united Stateslnfonnatljn^^^^^ 

library In that city was aaokad and burned late the 
JSiSSs evening by armed »»n 2«««*'SJi^,!«^2rof f 
the Lebanese Ooverrment, The rioting had Jeen set off 
by the Msasslnatlon of opposition editor Naaslb 
Metnl, on 8 May. 

NOT, 11 May 58, 1:4, 20:5. 


11 Mav S8 The US Babassy in Beirut urgently reccranended an 
11 May 5» ^SllTt of police equipment to Beirut to J^PPort the 
^^ese seSurity forces. The reooojended equipment 
fSSiuded tear gas projectilefl. grenades, gw^, and 
s, and submachine guns, rifles, and cS 
IfQ) Mag, Beirut to SeoState, 3770, 11 May 5o» 


OCJCS files. 

11 May 58 The US Ambassador reported that the crisis in 

^ ^ Lebanon was "rapidly reaching a very serious state, 
president chamoun had that rooming rejected an 
opposition demand that he resign. Later in the day 
Lebanese Army conmander Oen Chehab had declined a 
proposal by moderates that he become Prime Minister- 
as a compromise measure that would allow Chamoun ton 
oonplete his tern yet forestall his re-election. An 
outbreak of violence appeared likely as the next 

Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 3772» 11 May 58. 

11 May 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut forwarded President 

Chamoun *s request that the US airlift twenty tanks 
with anmunitlon to strengthen Lebanon fa security 
forces. While advised by the^ Military Attache of 
the current Impracticability of such an airlift. 
Ambassador McClintock recomnended on political 
grounds that the US Qovemment make an immediate 
favorable response to the Lebanese request. He 
believed that nothing short of arrival of the tanks 
within two weeks, by whatever means, wotild sustain 
the confidence of Lebanese leaders in the pledges 
of support the US had given. 

After presenting the request for tanks to the 
Ambassador 4 Foreign Minister Malik said that he and 
Chamoun, "thinking out loud," were wondering if the 
time had not come to plan for the deployment of a 
US Marine division In the event Syrian-Egyptian 
aggression, now indirect, became more overt. On 
receiving McClintock 's strongly unfavorable reaction, 
Malik stressed that 'tills was the "most tentative 
sort of thinking." 
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LbT MBg, Beirut to SeoState, 3775* ^8; 
ifi) MBg! BelJnit to Sec3tate, 3782, 12 May 58. 

12 Mar 58 The US Ambaasador in Beirut reported his fi™ 
12 May 50 iellef, baaed on converaatlona with Chamoun, that 
tSe Ubaneae President i^Je^^^J^^S^S^?*,^^^ 
Blaenhower to send US Marlnea If Syrian forces, 
irregular or otherwise, appeared in any numbers on 

^^"'|S)"ig; Beirut to Secatate, 3783^ 12 May 58. 
OCJCS files. 

TO ifo* ^fl «rhe OS Ambaasador in Lebanon transmitted Malik's 
12 May 58 J^^jf^f^S secretary of State-a ^"er of 29 April 
58. Malik concurred generally in ™ views 
2»At^«fifid bv the Secretary and auggested that what- 
S^?™MLd!S^ Sated about the relationship 
betieen Lebanon and the US under the American 
Dootrlne were the result of enemy propaganda exploit- 

the past inadequacy of US aid to Lebanon. In 
order to eliminate that pi^opaganda vulnerability he 
Sated a IK commitment of 

aaSatanoe for the first year of , I^?*"^'^;^^^^?:?**' 
economic development plan. MaXilc also expressed 
concern over reaction to aPP;««2?S^^S2 US 
rapprochement with Nasser; he milht 
poaltion be made clear to reaaaure thoae who might 

""^icfSg/^lrut to secState, 3797, 12 May 58. 

10 MOV erf* The British and US Ambassadors In Beirut stated In 
12 May 58 f^oS^tjJprSSlatlon that Oen Chehab had the means 

to coStrSl the situation ^thout outside help, unless 
there were massive Intervention frcm Syria. He will, 
• • however, "was vacillating at beat, and lacking at 
wSJst!" His resolution would be strengthened If 
SSamoii were to declare publicly that he did not 
intend to seek re-election, « 
Xat Msg, Beirut to SecState, 38O6, 12 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

12 Mav 58 The Secretary of State recjueated the Ambassadors 
12 May Sa ^j^p^an aS Lebanon to adviae thoae two govern- 
ments that the US would sS^Ply^",; ^^^S SoSdM and 
12 British Hawker Hunter Mark VI Jets to Joi^dM a^n^ 
6 similar aircraft to Lebanon. Additional numbers 
would be provided In the future as the capacity to 
abaorb and maintain them established. 

(QUO) Msg, SecState to Amman, 2514, and to 
Beirut, 4252, 12 May 58. 

12 Maar 58 An amed Insurrection in Beirut, aimed at overthrow- 
12 May 50 JSg^e Lebanese Ooverment, was put down ty array 
trlops and the police after a day of^inteimittent 
street fighting. One of the three US libraries In 
?Arcapitll wal sacked and burned, and a "jajor pipe- 
line of the IPC was cut. A state of alert, one step 
f ram martial law, waa decreed and a curfew imposed 
infielrut. Tripili was reported still In a srate 
of alege, with fighting going on between Insurrection- 
iata aSd the aiwy. Cairo and Damascus rcdlos 
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were on the air all day, urging the Lebanese to 
ovez^row their govemnent, 
NYT, 13 May 58, 1:1. 

12 Hay 58 The Arab union of Iraq and Jordan waa f onnally 
eatabXlshed. ^ , 

NOT, 13 May 58, 4:5. 

15 Haar 58 At a meeting In Beirut during the morning with the 
US, Britlah, and French Ambassadors, President 
Chamoun described the situation in I^banon as very 
grave," although not yet desperate, and requested 
eaoh Ambassador to forward an oral message to his 
Chief of State recalling the guarantees given to 
Lebanon regarding the maintenance of its integrity 
and Independence. The Ambassadors should stress the 
posBlbllity of a need for armed intervention within 
24 hours of an appeal by the Preaidant or Oovemment 
of Lel>anon. Chamoun had not yet decided to ask for 
foreign troops, but woiad probably make his decision 
within the next 24 hours. All three Ambassadors 
suggested to Chamoun that an appeal to the UN 
Security Council be made slmultaneovisly with any 
reausst for tripartite intervention. 

^(») Msg, Beirut to aeostate, 3826, 13 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

15 Mav 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut warned the State Depart- 
iw 3w ^^^^ If the US intervened to maintain the 

integrity and Independence of Lebanon, It would be 
a "capital poUtlcal mistake" to support a second 
term of office for president Chamoun. Such support 
would provide grounds for charges that- Western 
"Unperialist" powers were intepvenlng in local 
politics against what would be presented as the. "will 

of to SeoState, 3832, 13 May 58, 

OCJCS files. 

15 May 58 Secretary of State Dulles authorized the US 

Ambassador in Beirut to Inform President Chamoun 
that a request for Western military assistance should 
be made only under the most compelling necessity, 
where the integrity of Lebanon was genuinely 
threatened and where its own forces were insufficient 
for protection. Nevertheless, upon request from the 
President and Oovemment of Lebanon, the US would 
send combat forces to that country with the dual 
mission of protecting US nationals and property and 
of assisting Lebanon "in Its mlUtary program." To 
meet US constitutional requirements the Lebanese 
request should be made in tenns of this mission and 
not as an appeal under the American Doctrine, since 
President Elsenhower waa not authorized to send 
troops with an avowed purpose of fighting for 
Lebanon >s Independence unless there was armed 
aggression from a country controlled by L:itematlonal 
Ccrammlam. In practice, however, the presence of 
US troops would free Lebsnese forces from guard 
duties, and the exercise of the right of self-defense 
might further engagffTlS foroee in operations against 
the rebels. 
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The US aovernment stated three further con- 
ditions regarding the circumstances y^^er which 
Lel>anon might aslc for Intervention: (1) jj. lf|8t 
concurrently with any public request ^J.*^^® "S, 
Lebanon would complain to the UN Security Council 
about outside Interference in ip^^^^^^^^i^^i*^'^' 
(2) some Arab states would publicly support the 
T^hAneae aooeals to both the US and the Security 
^SSSll^ SSd f 3) ChamoS SSuld not push his candidacy 
52rre-4l^?l^n^Sould this appear to ^-Vl^e^J^'^S^^^ 
the support necessary to preserve the Integrity ana 
Western orientation of Lebanon. 

The US Ambassador was Infoimed that the US and 
inc. working m concert, believed t^a* 
patlon in the. military operations would ^e '^pro- 
ductive," but that the French Ambassador In Beirut 
might be Inforned of the above. „^ cP 

Oss) Hflg, SecState to Beirut, km, 13 m 59, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

1^ Mav 58 Wishing to be certain that the Lebanese situation 
13 May 50 understood, the U3 Ambassador in Beirut 

emphasized the following points: (D C^^amoun had 
been legally elected President of Lebanon, and his 
tem did not expire until 23 September 58j (2) Chamoun 
had not been charged, even by his most fitter 
political opponents, with any crimes or misdemeanors 
in office; (3) the extreme opposition demand that 
he ?eslgn' "instantly" had no legal basis Chamoun 
had made no public statement regarding his intention 
to seek to emend the constitution to peirolt his 
re-election; (4) therefore, the call of the opposition 
for a' general strike and resistance to Lebanese law 
eSorclment agencies was outright "sedition and 

"^^^ecfMsg, Beirut to SecState, 38*10, 13 May 58, 

DA 'in 115907-C (14 May 58). 

13 May 58 Ambassador McCllntock reported Indications that 
nay pro-Chamoun supporters had begun to falter because 

of their belief that the Lebanese Anny would not 
decisively control the security situation. It was 
felt the only solution was to form a new cabinet 
with Gen Chehab as Prime Minister. 
said to have agreed tentatively to this plan, but 
Chehab was willing to accept the position only 11 
the general strike and armed disobedience ceased 
and providing he had complete support from Parlia- 
ment. An opposition spokesman, however, had tola 
tS Ambassador it was Hoo late" for any scheme that 
retained Chamoun in office. Opposition forces wouia 
accept nothing less than Chamoun 's "Unnediate 
resignation," with Chehab to be Prime Minister- 
President of a "national soverrment. 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3847, 13 May 5o, 
DA IN II602B (14 May 58), 

l-^ May 58 The State Department authorized Ambassador 
13 May i^l^^^^^^y^ evacuate himself, US government 

employees, and their dependents from Lebanon when- 
ever he determined it waa necessary. He wao informed 
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that the US Navy had ordered two destroyers to 
proceed to a position six hours from Beirut, with an 
eatlmated arrival 132100Z, Theae ships were to be 
used for evacuation only if coomeroial means were 
not available, « 
ie) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4259, ^3 May 58. 
Le) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4274, 13 May 58, DA IN 
115928 (14 Hay 58). 

13 May 58 The US Embassy in Beirut was instructed to infoiro 
the Oovemment of Lebanon that internal security 
equipment would arrive by air within the next few 
days and 18 tanks in approximately two weeks, 

ffl) Mag, SecState to Beirut, 4273* 13 May 58, 
DA IN 115933 (14 May 58). 

13 May 58 CNO directed CINCNEIM to sail amphibious forces 
with both Marine battalions toward the Eastern 
Mediterranean as soon as practicable, without 

^^*'^^taJ8?*Msg, CNO to CINCNELM, 24953, 132307Z May 
58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

13 May 58 In a oonveraation with US Ambassador McCllntock 
ri^ ^ auplng the evening. Gen Chehab said the situation 
in Lebanon v/as under control, although the Army was 
stretched to its utmost. He stated that he had told 
President Chamoun he could not guarantee the loyalty 
of the Moslem elements of the Anny in the event of 
Western Intervention. Later, McClintock saw Chamoun, 
who seemed more relaxed and confident than earlier 
in the day and who now said he did not think it would 
be necessary to send for foreign troops. 

Vis) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3863, 14 May 58. 
OCJCS files. 

13 May 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik, at a news conference, 

accused the UAR of being directly responsible for 
"massive interference" in his country. He cited a 
number of incidents as evidence of UAR responsibility 
for the Lebanese revolt. Lebanon, he said, had 
sent a note of protest to the UAR. Fighting 
continued throughout the country, and parts of 
northern Lebanon were reported to be in rebel hands. 
NYT , 14 May 58, lt4. 

14 May 58 US Ambassador McClintock presented in detail to 

President Chamoun the US Oovemment' 8 answer to the 
Lebanese President's appeal of the previous day (see 
relevant items of 13 May). Chamoun expressed the 
hope he would not need foreign aid, but thanked 
McClintock for this iinnediate and impressive mani- 
festation of US' support. He agreed with the US 
reservation concerning French participation, doubted 
that France would be in a position to send troops 
anyway, and explained he had felt it necessary to 
include France in his appeal since France had given 
guarantees to Lebanon. Chamoun also left no doubt 
that he fully understood the US stipulation that he 
would not push hla-^andidacy for re-election If this 
course appeared dangerous to Lebanese stability. 

(aS Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3869, 14 May 58 » 
OCJCS files. 
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1^ May 58 Confirming a telephone call to CINCNELM bv vice Adm 
R. B. Ubby, Deputy CNO (Plana and Policy), JCS 
diraoted Adm Holloway to note the recent State 
Department measage to the US Embaaay, Beirut (see 
item of 13 May 1958), and to act in general con- 
sonanoe with the contingency plan for US-UK military 
action in Jordan and/or Lebanon. Adm Libby's call, 
the JCS measage, and a eubaequent CNO message con- 
stituted authority for CINCNEUl to engage in com- 
bined planning with the British, 

CSs) Msg, JCS to CINCNEm, JCS 94173^, 141200Z 
May 58, come-baok copy in CCS 381 Lebanon (3-13-38) 
seo 1. See also (4B-) "Sumary of U.S.-U.K. Combined 
Planning with Respect to Lebanon," Bnol to (TS) 
M-162-58, D/JS to Oen Warren, Off Dep SecDef , 

"US-UK Combined Planning In Connection with the 

Situation in Lebanon," 19 May 58, same file. tffST 
Mag, CNO to cmCNEIW, 25022, 141537Z May 58. 

14 May 58 The JCS informed USCINCEUR, CINCLANT, and CINCNELM 
that in view of the internal situation in Lebanon, 
preaident Chamoun might soon request US assistance. 
These commands, accordingly, were directed to take 
appropriate precautionary steps in order to be able 
to implement on short notice the plan for US military 
action in Jordan and/or Lebanon. 

• XSff) Mag. JCS to USCINCEUR, et al.. JCS 94l732f 
141516Z May 5o# CCS 38I Lebanon (5^3^58) sec 1. 

14 May 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff Infonned CINCNEI« of the 
British view that ccmblned foroea used in a Lebanon 
operation should be under US oomnand,. and that US 
forces should precede British foroea Into Lebanon. 
These two points were agreeable to the State Depart- 
ment and the JCS. 

UrS) Mag. JCS to CINCNELM, JCS 9^1872, l42228z 
May 50, CCS 30I Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

14 May 58 The US Ambassador to Lebanon cabled that in view 

of the worsening situation in Tripoli, he was advis- 
ing Americans there to evacuate to Beirut. The 
British were taking similar action, and both 
Embassies were attempting to arrange the evacuation 
in a manner to avoid creation of panic among Lebanese 
Christians in North Lebanon. 

K) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3875* 1^ May 58, 
DA IN 116067. 

14 May 58 The French Charge in Washington expressed to 

Assistant Secretary of State Rountree his Government's 
detemlnatlon to participate in any intervention 
In Lebanon, whatever the risks. Rountree emphasized 
the dangers of putting French troops Into Lebanon 
and indicated strong US opposition to. French partici- 
pation. . ^ , « 
iia) Msg, SeoState to Beirut, 4298, 14 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

14 May 58 The US Oovemment uinounced that It was doubling 
the strength of the Marine force with the Sixth 
Fleet and that a shipment of police equipment was 
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being airlifted to Lebanon, State Department 
Issued a statement of enoouragenent to the Lebanese 
aovemment, but President Eisenhower, at his press 
conference, refused to cconent on the situation. In 
Lebanon Itself, the situation was reported as 
improving, despite continuing agitation by Cairo 
and Damascus radios and repeated demands for the 
■ Lebanese opposition that Chamoun resign limiedlately. 
HTT . 15 May 58, 1:2-3, l4il-3. 

14 Kay 38 The aoyemment of the UAR in Cairo refused to accept 
the Lebanese note of protest that charged the UAR 
with "massive interference" in Lebanon, 
15 May 58, 5:4. 

14 Nay 58 The US Embassy In Baghdad reported that Prime 

Minister Jamali had sent a message to Lebanon 
pledging Iraq's willingness to assist the Lebanese 
Qovemment in any viay considered feasible in the 
present crisis, and encouraging that government to 
resist to the utmost the "aggression being undertaken 
by forces of Nasserism and Cconunism." 

^ Msg, Baghdad to SeoState, I87O, 15 May 58, 
DA IN 116320. . 

15 May 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Nalik gave the US 

AnAassador an urgent message from Chamoun. Excited 
by reports of alleged Syrian troop movenents across 
the border, Chamoun wanted the US to know that he 
might need aimed help "not in 72 hours or 48 hours 
or 24 hours but in 6 hours." Ambassador McClintock 
attempted to calm Nalik and stressed the need to 
verify what appeared to be rather vague and 
unreliable intelligence reports. Reporting to the 
State Department, McClintock noted that he had 
Informed Chamoun on 14 May of the presence of US 
destroyers six hours from Beirut (see item of 13 May), 
which, the Ambassador suggested, might have accounted 
for Chamoun 's six-hour time limit. 


t«1 Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 3906, 15 May 581 
i files. 


OCJCS 

15 May 58 As authorized by the State Department, Ambassador 
McClintock told Qen Chehab that the highest 
authorities in the US Qovemment were Impressed with 
the manner in which the General was handling a 
difficult situation, and that they had sent him their 
best wishes for success. This greatly pleased Chehab. 
19) Msg, Sees tat e to Beirut, 4292, l4 May 58; 
Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3941, I6 May 58. Both 
in OCJCS files. 

15 May 58 CINCNBI21 informed JCS that two amphibious groups, 
each carrying a Marine BLT, had sailed for the 
Eastern Mediterranean, with the first echelon 
expected to arrive in an area about 60 miles west 
of Beirut at 19Q900Z Hay, and the last echelon at 
211900Z May. Task Force 60 would leave at high 
speed at I6O70OZ Hay .to conduct exercises in the 
Ionian Sea. PrelimajTfipy staff level planning talks 



were held wittv the British on 15 May. They were 
progresBing smoothly and would be continued on 
16 May in hopes of completing a draft outline plan 
aa auickly as possible. 

Can Msg, CINCNEU! to JCS, 4232. 1522262 May 
58, COS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) aec 1. 

15 May 58 King Huasein advised the US Ambassador In Jordan 

that he Intended to consult with Iraq on Joint 
intervention should the UAH take open military 
action in Lebanon. He requested that the US urge 
Chamoun to appeal to the UN Security Council 
lamedlately, before the situation deteriorated to a 

Joint Where outalde intervention waa the only course 
eft to preserve Lebanon. 

iiel Msg, Amman to SecState, 19^3, 15 May 58. 

16 May 58 In a conversation during the morning with US 

Ambassador McCllntocU, Qen Chehab expressed his 
contempt for Lebanese politicians on both sides, 
but stated his fear that, unless the fighting ended, 
there was great danger of open Moslem-Christian 
strife. He, himself, refused to head the government, 
and would stand by Chamoun until the end of his 
legal term of office, but not beyond that time. 
Chehab still believed a faceaaving solution was 
possible (presumably without intervention). If 
Chamoun would give guarantees to all elements in 
Lebanon of his intention not to succeed himself. He 
felt that the three Weatem Ambaaaadora should 
Imnedlately impreaa upon Chamoun the need for these 
Kuarantees* . 

(JW) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3937, I6 May 50 # 
OCJCS'filea. 

16 May 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut, on his own initiative, 
emphasized to President Chamoun the importance of 
Chamoun 's Issuing a statement that he did not seek 
re-election. The Prealdent made no comment except 
to thank him* - _ 

(aa-) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 39^9, lo May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

16 May 58 In response to a query from dNCSIBCOMME, JCS 

Informed Adm Holloway that the State Department had 
been requested to secure overflight and staging 
rights from Turkey, Libya, Prance, Italy, iand Greece. 
The Department, however, was reluctant to approach 
these Qovemments until the decision waa made to 
intervene In Lebanon. In the absence of such rights, 
CINCSPECOMME was nevertheless to proceed, ignoring 
the legal question to the extent required to execute 
his plan. ^, 

(J») Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 941355, 
I61708Z May 50. Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 

4196, 152036Z May 58. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 1. 
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16. May 58 Air Marshal sir William Dickson, Chairman of the 
British Chiefs of Staff, Informed General Twining 
of the great satisfaction In London with Admiral 
Holloway*8 cooperation and the progress of US-UK 
planning. With regard to the lianedlate situation, 
he expressed the anxiety of the British Qovemment 
over the faot that, until the US araphlbious force 
then moving east In the Mediterranean actually 
reached the Levant, effective assistance could not 
reach Lebanon in less than 48 hours if called for, 
Dickson B\:iggested advancing the readiness of US 
and British forces to be f lorni into Xjebanon, urging 

Sarttoularly that consideration be given to bring- 
ng US forces in Germany to an Inwedlate state of 
' alert. 

jJsS] Msg, Ministry of Defense, London, to BJSM, 
Washington, WPD 42, 1618IOZ May 58, partial copy in 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

16 May 58 The JC3 directed USCINCEUR and CINCNELM to bring 

one battle group and the necessary airlift for it .1" 
tO"a state of readiness to pemlt arrival on / 
Lebanese airfields, within 24 hours of an execution - >' 

order, assuming such airfields were safely held by 
the Lebanese Army. JCS assumed that USCINCEUR and 
CINCNEDl would arrange for fighter cover. British 
troops on Cyprus were being brought to the same 
state of> readiness. 

Lsnt Msg. JCS to USCINCEUR, CINOMEIM, JCS 
941927, l62224z May 58, CCS 38I Lebanon (5-13-58) 
seo 1. 

16 Nay 58- CINCSFBCOMMB sutamitted outline plan BLUE BAT, the 
US-UK plan for combined military intervention In 
Lebanon, to the JCS. The plan had been given general 
approval by the British Chiefs of Staff. In 
substance, BLUE BAT provided for Adm Holloway to 
oonmand the combined US -UK forces as CINCAMBRITFOR, 
with other US officers commanding US-UK land, air, 
and naval forces. In an intervention to support a 
friendly Lebanese Oovemment or, if necessary, to 
re-establish its authority; the forces would assist 
in the maintenance of order and protect US -UK 
nationals and Interests. The operation would 
Include two US airborne battle groups, two US 
Marine BLT's, and a British Infantry brigade group, 
supported by US-UK naval and air forces, with US 
forces being committed first. Olie initial 
objective of the operation was the Beirut area, 
after which operations would be expanded to Include 
other essential areas, 1 

USS) Msg. CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 4650, 162001Z 
May 50, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

16 May 58 "I^e JCS held a meeting with State Department 

representatives to discuss the latest political 
and military information regarding possible 
Intervention in Lebanon. It was believed that 
Jordan, Iraq, and Tutikey were all willing to give 
open assistance if the USl-UK Intervention in Lebanon 
occurred. 
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peSj tmslgned Memo for Record, "Executive 
Session of thtf JCS with the State Department on 
16 Hay 1958," 19 May 58, CCS 331 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
see 1. 

16 nay 58 In peBponse to NSC Action 1875 (see Item of 13 March 
^ ^ 58), the Joint Chiefs of Staff sutmitted their views 
to the Secretary of Defense concerning possible US 
aotions In support of pro-Western nations In the 
Middle East. Ttiey noted that plana had already 
been prepared for possible military intervention In 
the area. Including specifically the deployment of 
tJS forces to Jordan, Lebanon, or Saudi Arabia. They 
eophaslzed, however, that if the long-range US 
objectives in the Middle East were to be achieved 
without resort to force, bold political action and 
carefully planned economic measures were necessary. 
Accordingly the Joint Chiefs of Staff renewed their 
earlier reconinendation (see item of 4 December 57) 
that three steps be taken to resolve the basic 
Arab-Israeli problem: agreement on fixed boundaries 
for Israel, eatablishment of a reasonable guarantee 
that Israel would not thereafter expand territorially, 

and solution of the refugee problem. 

In the politico-military realm, the JCS 
reoomBended that the US Govemnent consider seeking 
an invitation to provide additional support to the 
UN Emergency Force in order to broaden its mlsaion 
in maintaining the Arab-Israeli annlstice, US 
might also take measures to make affiliation with, 
or support of, the Arab Union more attractive to 
Saudi Arabia. Purely military actions that JCS 
peoomnended the Department of Defense propose to the 
State Department included the following: (1) provide 
Iraq with one or two squadrons of fighter/bomber 
aircraft, as previously recommended; (2) Improve 
existing limited early warning and air control 
radar capabilities of the countries under considera- 
tion: (3) expand the MAAQ in Iraq to deal with Arab 
Union matters; (^) assist the Arab Union and Saudi 
Arabia in developing a greater capability for 
coordinated internal security by giving military aid 
and training support; and (5) establish a small 
training mission in Lebanon. 

On 1 JUly 1958 the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (ISA) Infomed JCS that all the above 
reccnmended military actions had been approved; 
some had been Implemented in part while others 
found to be politically Infeasible at present would 
remain under active consideration. 

Las) Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Poaaible U.S. 
Actions in Support of Pro-Western Nations In the 
Near East t^/ 16 May 58, CCS 38I EHMEA 11-19-47) 
8^70, deSyed fro^*!); JCS 1887/452,, file. 


sec 69. (JRT) N/H of JCS 1887/452* 8 Jul 58. 

16 May 58 In a public address upon his return to Cairo from 

the USSR, Nasser charged that Lebanon was attempting 
to turn its "purely domestic dispute" into an inter- 
national incident with the UAR, in order to Invoke 
foreign assistance.* He asserted that the UAR had 
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no part in thQ dispute and had no intention of 
Interfering in Lebaneee Internal affairs, but would 
not accept other foreign in^^ff^^Snjg* 

Li) Msg, Cairo to SeoState, 3008, 17' May 5o, 
DA IN 117303 (la May 58). 

17 May 58 At a Saturday morning meeting, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff approved plan BLOT BAT aa sutmitted by 
CIHCSPECOMME on l6 May. Notification of this action 
was sent to GINCSPBCOMMB at-l6l6Z. ^ ^ 

(«S) "sunnnary of tr,S.-U.K. Combined Planning 
with Respect to Lebanon." enol ™-l62^58, 
D/JS to aen Warren, Off Dep SeoDef , "03-UK Combined 
Planning m Connection with the i2„--^ 
Lebanon," 19 May 58. (SS) Mag, JC3 to CINCSPECOMME, 
JC8 941935, 171S16Z May 56.- Both In CCS 381 
Lebanon (5-13-58) sec L 

17 May 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff <5i»aPP^?J2<*^? PJ^PPJ^nc. 
' ^ by Ada Holloway to furnish plan BLUE BAT to the US 

and British Ambassadors in .Beirut, to be held by 
them until an aotxial operation was directed and then 
naased to the senior friendly Lebanese military 
Soomander. The JCS directed that infoiroatlon given 
to the Ambassadors be restricted to the broad 
outlines necessary to facilitate execution of the 
Dlan. -^^-z..'- 

fiS) Msg, JCS to CINCNEIM, JCS 941930, 

seo 1. r ' ■: 

17 May 58 CINCUSAFE infomed CSAP that to satisfy the airlift 
• requirements for BLtJE BAT, he would need an 

additional 26 C-124«8 to deploy the entire airborne 
battle force in 24 hours, or 12 C-124'b to deploy 
It in 72 hours. With no aTi©ttentatlon, a total of 
five or six days would be required. Less than two 
hours later, USAP directed COMMATS to deploy 
HBsediately 26 C-124 aircraft to bases in Europe, 

tWi Msg. CIHCTJSAPB to CSAP. CDC 8 RM 975, 
I71616Z May 56, DA IN 117124; CflW) Msg, USAP to 
COMMATS, TS 9720, 171752Z May 58. Both In CCS 
381 Lebanon (5-13-58) seo 1. 

17 May 58 In identical conniunicatlon8~~to the US and UK, the 
Government of Pakistan voiced its concern over the 
situation in Lebanon and expressed the hope that 
the lawful aovexment of Lebanon would receive 
neoessary assistance, 

(e) Msg, Karachi to SecState, 2882, 17 May 58. 

17 May 58 Tttie Department of State Issued a statement confirming 
reports that consideration was being given to the 
sending of US troops to Lebanon to protect American 
lives and property if the Lebanese security forces 
%fere unable to do so and If the President of Lebanon 
requested the US troops. In another statement, the 
Department said that planned axna shlpnents to 
Lebanon, augmented^^ir sone oases, were being speeded 
up, so that the Lebanese Qovemnent could defend the 
territorial integrity and Independence of Lebanon. 
NW, 18 May 58, 1:4. 
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la May 58 The Soviet Qovemment, throxagh its official newa 
xo nojf ^ agency, accused the US of hatching a new plot In 
the Middle East by interfering in the internal 
affairs of Lebanon. The Soviet statement said that 
the US Sixth Fleet had received urgent orders to 
support the political maneuvers of certain Western 
BmtaasieB In Lebanon, and warned that these Western 
activities would lead to "serioue" consequences for 
Lebanon and the Middle East. 
NYT, 19 Hay 58, 8:3. 

19 May 58 Secretary Dulles and his advisers met with JCS, OSD, 
and CIA representatives to dlaouss the necessity of 
finding a solution to Lebanon's internal political 
ppoblema without intervention and of lessening the 
British "enthusiasm" for immediate military action. 
Intervention would put the US In the position of 
supporting Chamoun's continuance in office against 
the terms of the Lebanese constitution and Posjlt^ly 
without Lebanese Array support. It was agreed that 
the State Department should endeavor to discourage 
the presentation of a Lebanese complaint to the UN 
Security Council, since disadvantages of a UN 
ppeeentation seemed to outweigh the advantages. The 
group also concluded that, since the Lebanese Array 
apparently had the situation in that country under 
control, the US should de-emphasize the prospect of 
military action and play down military preparations, 
Init in view of the "great explosive potentialities 
m Lebanon, the readiness of US forces must be 
maintained. Meanwhile, efforts should be made to 
induce Chamoun to find a solution to Lebanese 
Internal political problems on his own. It was 
mentioned that messages Instructing the appropriate 
US Ambassadors to request overflight and staging 
rights had been prepared, for dispatch when an 
actual decision to intervene occurred. 

USS) Memo, Col D. J. Decker, JMBPC, to Adm 
Burke, "Meeting at Department of State, 1115 Monday, 
19 May 1958," 19 May 58, CCS 38I Lebanon ( 5-13-50 ) 
sec 1. 

IQ May 58 CINCNELM reported that the Sixth Fleet was now well 
into the Eaatem Mediterranean. The carrier 
Striking Force would be held approximately 12 hours 
steaming time from a position to support a landing 
in Lebanon, and amphibious forces would be approxi- 
mately 12 hours from Beirut. ^, 

ISS) Msg, CINCNELM to CNO, 5513 j 191641Z May 58. 

19 May 58 Itie JCS Informed CINCSPECOMME that, in view of the 
poasible international repercussions, it was pre- 
ferable that he remain in London rather than board 
hie flagship, unless, in his opinion, the situation 
required his presence. 

(is) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMMS, JCS 941961, 
19I732Z May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 
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ASbM^ador also noted that the recent US shipment 
??ve plaSe^Soads of poUce ej^P"*?^^^^,^^^ 
much gratified the commandant of the Le^^je 
SMmes. Qen Chehab, with more trained Pilots 
t^^rc^aft, had asked the UK for t^^® Vampires, 
The Ambassador learned the following day that the 
SitlBh had decided to provide four Vampire Jets, 

' ^'""^^SSr'SsrBetrSt lo fcate, k02Q. 19 May 58; 
L9S) Sg; Bliiut S^SecState, 4043, 20 May 58. Both 
in OCJCS files, 

W May 58 The State Department instructed the JPj^^f ^Ld" 
19 nay 30 t *v««««%r« make (siear to Chamoun that if he reached 
tSa^SSnt o?1^qSesUng US-UK military intervention, 
Sould stiS^ly object to French participation 
?S the SSeratlon. oSe Ambassador was to ask Chamoun 
i« rSStScrSy approach to the French to a request 
fSr^SSer foSS Sf^SSatance, specifically excluding 

^"^""C^^nsgf lecatate to Beirut, 4390, 18 May 58. 
OCJCS files. 

iq Mav 58 The State Department directed the US Ambassador in 
19 May 50 Sixit to raise the question with Chamoun of broaden- 
iSws Government as one means of averting civil 
mrH Lebanon. If Chamoun replied that this was 
possible without his renouncing a second tem, the 
. Ambassador was to emphasize the importance of insur- 
ing the continuous existence .of a genuinely 
Independent Lebanon and the oo^i^e^^iSSn^LSeed to 
Western policies. This approach had been agreed to 
by the British and French. 

(«S) Msg, SecState to Beirut,. 41»0, 19 May 58. 
OCJCS files. 

19 May 58 The French Ambassador Beirut tol^^his US and 
ly nay British colleagues that the right-wing Christian, 

pro-Chamoun Phalanglst Party had J^equeated Prance to 
Srovldrit with arSs and demolition experts and to 
aTthe Government of Israel undertake diversion- 
ary measures, presumably against Syria. Paris was 
willing only to supply ams and had given Ambassador 
Sochediscretionaiy power in the matter. The US 

British Ambasskdors both argued strongly against 
SS ??ovlBlorrof ams to any but duly constituted 
Lebanese Government security forces. 

(aff) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4046, 20 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

case™ the UN Security Council, and on the following 
morning had agreed to lodge a complaint with the 
Council of the Arab League as well. 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4084, 21 May 58. 
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20 May 58 In a press conference discussion of the application 
20 May :30 in »j^P^^j.^gg^ Doctrine to the situation in Lebanor.. 

Secretary Dulles pointed out that the authority of 
the Doctrine was not limited to cases in which 
international Commtmism was Involved. He noted 
that the Mansfield amendment, added by Congress to 
the Administration's original version of the Doctrine, 
declared the independence and integrity of the Middle 
Saat nations to be vital to peace and the national 
Interest of the US, and that this was "certainly 
a mandate to do something if we think that our peace^ 
and vital interests are endangered from any quarter. 
Questioned further, he declined to say categorically 
that this provision gave the AdmlnlBtratlon clear 
authority to go to the defense of an independent 
country without further recourse to Con greas. 

Dept of State Bulletin, Vol XXX7I1I, No. 9139 
. (9 Jun 58), pp. 945-y4b, 949. 

22 Mav 58 The Lebanese Oovemment lodged a formal complaint 
with tne UN Security Council, charging the United 
Arab Republic with endangering peace in the Middle 
Bast by interfering in Lebanon's internal affairs. 
According to the complaint, the United Arab Republic 
was responsible for the Infiltration of aimed bands 
from Syria Into Lebanon and for supplying arms to 
individuals In rebellion against the legal govern- 
ment of Lebanon. 

NYT , 23 May 58, 1:2. 

22 Mav 58 CINC3PEC0MME, pointing out that the Sixth Fleet, v;ith 

Marines, was scheduled to remain within 12 hours of 
Lebanon, recommended that the BLOB BAT alert status 
of the Army battle group and its airlift— pemit ting 
deployment from Europe to the objective area within 
24 hours— be changed to one permitting deployment 
within 48 hours. He added, however, that the 
additional C-124«b flown to Europe for BLUE BAT 
should be retained there tmtil the Lebanese 
situation eased. 

[JS«) Msg. CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6537 , 221651Z 
May 58, CCS 3ol Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

23 May 58 In response to CINCSPECOMME ' s recomnendatlon of the- 

previous day, the JCS approved reduction of the 
alert status for BLUE BAT of the Amy battle group 
and its airlift to permit arrival In the target 
area within 48 hours instead of the previously 
directed 24 hours. The JCS also indicated the air- 
lift augmentation stationed in Europe might be 
reduced, ^ , ' ^„ 

(Se) Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, et al., JCS 
942263, 2315092 May 58, CCS 38I I^ebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 2. 

23 May 58 The State Department informed the US Ambassador In 
Beirut that it shared his concern over the likeli- 
hood that the political initiative in Lebanon might 
pasB to the opposition, and that, when this occurred, 
Chamoun might seek foreign intervention as his 
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"trump card." The Department directed the 
Ambassador toVelterate to Chamoun the conditions 
neoesaary for US Intervention, emphasizing that 
Western forces should be requested only under the 
most compelling necessity. Under no circumstances 
would US forces intervene vfhere Lebanese forces 
were unwilling to fight. Chamoun, directed the 
Department, should be disabused of any idea that 
he could refrain from decisive action to solve the 
Lebanese political problon because he felt he could 
count on foreign forces to back him against- domestic 
opposltlon.^^^ SecState to Beirut, 23 May 58, 

OCJCS files. 

23 Hay 58 Lees than 72 hours after a Lebanese request to US 
*j r»j ^ officials for mortar ammunition, 1,000 rounds each 
for 60-nni and 81-mm mortars reached Beirut. The 
speedy delivery was greatly appreciated by Lebanese 

security officials, 

Li) Msg, USARMA Beirut to DBPTAR, CX 97, 23 
May 5§, DA IN 119205 (24 May 57) # JMBPQ Lebanon 
:;H6gme. 

27 Mar 58 USCINCEUR reported to JCS that, in response to the 
' ^ ^ JCS directive reducing the BLUE BAT alert status of 
the Army battle group and its airlift (see item of 
23 May 1958), USAP had indicated its desire to 
withdraw the MATS auonentation aircraft from Europe. 
USCINCEUR believed that these aircraft were still 
necessary for the execution of his mission, and he 
recommended that they be retained in his theater 
xintil the alert status was further reduced to 72 
hours or more. The Joint Chiefs of Staff disapproved 
this recommendation the following day. ^^,^^q^ 
t«ff) Msg, USCINCEUR to JCS, EC 9-2778, 271658Z 
May 58, DA IN 119998 (28 May 58); (afr) Msg, JCS to 
reCINCEUR, JCS 942490, 282011Z May 58. Both. in CCS 
381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

27 May 58 The UN Security Council met to take up the Lebanese 
complaint against the United Arab Republic. 
/Clscusslon of this question was postponed, however, 
tuitil conclusion of the Arab League Council's 
consideration of it. See items for 6 Jtine^ 
NYT, 28 May 58, 10:2. 

27 May 58 Premier Saml Solh of Lebanon, in a national broad- 
oast from Beirut, stated that his Government . did 
not Intend to amend the Constitution to permit 
re-election of the President and that President 
Chamoun had never approached the Premier on this 
question. However, he did not say categorically 
that Chamoun would not seek a second term. 
MYT . 28 May 58, 8:4. 

27 May 58 cmCMEDI reported that a squadron of the Iraqi 

Air Force and approximately 1,500 Iraqi Amy troops 
had arrived in the Amman area in mid-May to 
participate in the'^rdan Army Day Parade on 25 May. 
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The withdrawal, of sone 3>000 Saudi Arabian Amy 
2717O0Z May 58. 

' Mst'selrut to Seo3tate, 43X0, 28 May 58. 

DA IH 120476 (29 May 58). 
2a May 58 The OS ooverment ^eoosnlzed tt» esUMlstoent of 

(16 JUn 58), p. 99^ 

"•^ iSfVarSllSrtS »a"rW33/l9 M'^y 58. 
' DA IN 121014 (31 May 58). 

™ for compromise, and Buggeated that thet^^e 
Sould 30on come for President C^a5°^S,*°pHM«Sn be 
?P?i " He had previously proposed ^^^^t Chjmoun he 

""'not, 31 May 58, lt6. 5:1. 

Sr'fiSrt atiMort to Chamoun. On 23 May, according 
To mtlln'^M^Sster Z^lu, the Turks had begun an 
alrUf? IS Sbanon of 1,000 submachine guns and 

™W Sag, USAIRA Ankara to CSAP, 3008U5Z May 58, 
CAP IN 89322 (31 May 58). 

situation in Lebanon as a Pre ^^^^^ 

The main P?li"=^i.i=?^JS filamentary session 
SldTon tSae^t^SSt'Sae^a c^^^^^^ 

-"jTl-USlSS-^^STTallerr^^^^^^ a 
new president. 
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Ufi Msg, Beirut to SecState, k393, 1 «Tun 58, 
DA IN laW^ (3 JMn 58). iaff) Msg, Beirut to 
SecState, 4404, 2 JUn 58. 

The US Ambassador in Iraq transmitted a fonnai 
Arab men representation regarding the If^anes®. ^ 
" aSuatlon. Ibe Arab union Oovemment believed the 
" tlnfi had come for the American Doctrine to be 
= invoked and the Insurpeotion to be quelled t»y US 


. us intervention could icee^any pro-Weetern 
government In office, but it would be difficult to 
create a stable situation not clearly dependent on 
U3 forces, A US-supported regime would be widely 
opposed and probably would not long survive the 
withdrawal of Western forces. 

UAR reaction against US intervention would be 
sharp, and would Include Increased propaganda, con- 
tlnued covert assistance to the Lebanese rebels, and 
probable sabotage against Western oil Interests. 
The governments of Jordan and Iraq would welcome 
the intervention, but there would strong adverse 
popular reaction. Saudi Arabia would probably seek 
to avoid involvement, as would Israel. Turkey, Iran, 
and Pakistan would almost certainly support the US 
move. Adverse reaction would be intensified if 
the UK participated in the operation. 

Soviet reaction to US intervention in Lebanon 
would probably be confined to vigorous diplomatic 
and propaganda action. If the Intervention were 
extended to lncludar-«S miUtary action on UAR 
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tawltory, the Soviets woxUd react more a^^ng^y* 
pS5S7in increasing military assistance and 
Srovidlng "volunteers." It was unUkely, however, 
. that the USSR would take any action that It 
estimated would Involve serious risk of general 


5 Jun 58 


r- 



jun 58. 


'S^fiwa conflagration- was likely within the next . 
f y2S or BO S the result of a collapse ^^J^ovdtm, 
aiw Israeli preventative military action, or a 
^flSr^to fSrce by Nasser or his opponents. 
the situation in Lebanon might develop Jjj » 
that would bring the hostile forces in Jcte Middle 
~^Eaat into open conflict • " ■^-*'^'^^'^lj:f^^ 
SS^f^^S^LebSnon the UAR was annlng aj* «n°°!f5««i°« 
"^^'the predominantly Moslem oPPOoiWo" t®. j£®a;2f^^H«nd 
, dSLSun. Should Moslem ele°^e?t%8»i;^i^« TC"^ 
^rthey would probably not be able to take all of 
■ ^rkbanon into the UAR, but Moslem parts of the 
' "^^SSt?? ^gSt attempt to secede, which would almost 
XcSSSSly Ireclpitate a civil «ar. VJhatever the 
- imaedlate butcome of the Lebanese a?'^"**!®!'*^;'^ 
'.^■^the trend in that country would probably be in the 
.'i.-dlreotion of neutralism. " ■"*!w '^r*««It^^^ 

..In iraq the conservative anti-Naaser regime 
waa considered to be in firm control. Although 
thSr^ was opposition and little popular support, 
the govemmSSt controlled the army and was lively 
to- bi able to maintain itself in power for the next 


several ye^s. 


^ 5 JUn 58. 


3 jun 58 


6 JUn 58 



Labanese parliamentary Speator osselran sumaied 
' JSl. deputies to convene on 24 July to elect a new 

.^*^fC-f Msg, Beirut to SeoState, Wd9, slf ' 
TitLUH 122853 (7 Jtm 58)^ ; ■ 

" Tfttt '^i^^^^ Staff approved the 

tlon of Adm Burke that, since the el t«»tion in tha 
Mediterranean had become relatively stable, all 
nnhlblous forces and attached units) a8»i8;«J^*» 
cScSPBCOMKB in augmentation of the normal strength 
or^the Sixth Fleet should be withdrawn at the 
earliest possible date. CNO was authorized to allow 
cScNEIil to return theee augmenting f ojcesat his 
discretion, Adm Burke indicated that he«^«l^_ 
coordinate with the State and Defense Departoenta 
before dispatching-the authorizing message to 
CXHCllBLH. "i:* 
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Xe) Memo, Dep Secy JC3 to Control Seot Ion, 
JC3 slot, 'nW purple. Serial 00403P6l-Retum 
to the U.S. of the Amphlblous^Augnentation 
presently assigned to CINCSFECOMME LB), 6 JUn 
58. (-fll Memo, CNO to JCS, "Retxim to the U.S. 
of the Amphltoloua Axaaaentation presently asslgnefl 
?o ClSo^COMMB (S)T6 J\m 58. Both In CCS 
381 Lebanon (5-13-58) see 2. 
6 JUn 58- The Arab League Council concluded J^ aeetlngB 

in Benghazi, Ubya, on I*?a;on*«,<>«Sifi?* ? th« 
interference in Lebanese internal affalra by the 
imited Arab RepubUc, without adopting any 
reaolution, ^ ^ ^ 
: v rKTT, 7 ^ 58, 3:2. . . 

6 Jtm 58 Dr; Charles Malik, Foreign Minister of Lebanon, 
opened Lebanon's case against the UniSef„Ara^ 
SSpubXlo m an addreee before Jhe UN Security 
council. Much of the addreaa dealt vHth apeolflo 
instances of gun-running, bombinga, ana 
. 'assassinations inside Lebanon, and P»;?^?*?. 
'radio propaganda from abroad, all of-wnicn ne 
charged to the united Arab Republic. These 
activities, he said, constituted "massive, 
meKal and unprovoked intervention" in Lebanese 
j^rnal affalra and had an "unnlatakable ^ 
Sm^-to overthrow the present reslme in l^banon 
and to replace it with one that would be more 
subservient to the will of the Uhlted Arab 
Republic." He requested the Security Council 
to stop the UAR»s interference in I^banon. 

His charges were Imnediately denied by 
Guar Loutfl of the united Arab Republic, who 
aald that Lebanon's troubles Btenmed from 
domeatlc opposition to President Chamoun and 
were all internal, and that the UAR had not 
intervened in, and had no desire to impair the 
Independence of, its sister Arab state. 

The Soviet representative characterized 
Malik's presentation as "unconvincing.' 
representatives of the US, Britain, and ^janoe, 
however, appeared to regard Loutfl 'b dlaola^P 
aa insufficient to offset the. evidence praaantad 
by Malik. • 
. HYT, T 58, 1:7. 

7 Jtin 58 In a conversation with the US Ambassador in 

Cairo, Nasser denied that he sought to Inoorpor- 
- ate Lebanon in the UAR or dGrainate ita government. 
All he wanted waa a Lebaneae government that would 
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not be hostile. He renewed proposala he had 
made earlier for a joint US-UAR approach to the 
Lebanese problem. This would have called for 
Chamoun to finish his term, Chehab to become 
Prima Minister, and amnesty to be offered to 
Lebanese rebels, with Nasser doing his best 
to induce the Lebanese opposition to- accept 
. .. this plan. A US offer to forward these ideas 

to Chamoun, without endorsing thoa, was 
• ^-^ vieited by Nasser as being of dubious value, 
since Chamoun would not accept them unless 
they had OS backing. He suggested, however,, 
. .that tfte US might offer these ideas as its 
^ own, after which, if Chamoun reacted favorably, 
Nasser would do all he could to get the Lebanese 
opposition to go along with them. 

Ambassador Hare concluded that, for reasons ■ 
hot clear and probably rather complex, Nasser 
^desired to liquidate his caanitments in I^banon 
J p-and bring the crisis there to an end. 

Cas5 Msg, Cairo to fleoState, 3241, 7 JUn 58. 
M8g, Cairo to SecState, 3244, 8 JUn 58. 

9 Jun 58 Daring a White House consultation between President 
Elsenhower and Prime Minister MaomlUan, with 
their advisers. Secretary Dulles stressed the 
^ 'objectives of maintaining a pro-Western govern- 
ment in Lebanon and supporting the Arab Union 
' of : Jordan and Iraq* He believed that recent 
. \i- Lebanese developments were in a direction that 
made a need for US-UK Intervention less likely, 
but he warned that "we are not in the clear yet 
by any means." Aimed intervention he described 
as the lesser of two evils, but still an evil. 

Prime Minister Macmillan thought it would be 
very difficult to keep President Chamoun In 
power for a second tenn. President Elsenhower 
agreed, saying that to attempt it "would be 
asking for even more rebellion." Regarding the 
u. possibility of finding a vigorous pro-Western 
' suoeessor to support, a State DepuTtnent 
official said aen Chehab was^rdbably the best 
available prospect. 

Memorandum of Conversation, 
Macmillan Talks, 9 JUn 1958, MCT MO/3 and 
MOT MC/4, ends to («S) CM-141-58, Twining 
to Taylor, Burke, White, and Pate, "ElsenhOMttr/ 
Haofflillan Talks, Washington, 9-11 JUne 1958," 
27 JUn 58, Joint Secretariat Control Division 
Hot Box File. 
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9 Jun 58 President Eisenhower, Prime Minister Macmillan, and 

their advisers dlacusaed the provision of aircraft 
to Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq (see itema of 23 and 
30 April 1958). The US representatives restated the 
US intention of purchasing by offshore procurement 
m the UK six Hawker Hunter VI aircraft for Lebanon 
and twelve for Jordan. The UK representatives 
Indicated that three of these aircraft could be pro- 
vided to each of the two countries within six weeks 
after receipt of a letter of Intent from the US, with 
the balance being provided within six months. Qen 
Twining stated that every effort would be made to 
provide the letter of Intent within a week. It was 
agreed that the RAP would conduct the training of t 
Ubanese and Jordanian forces receiving the aircraft. ^-f^: 
' Qen Twining agreed to have four P86P aircraft flown 
Into Iraq, within two weeks, with the balance of 
11 aircraft (making a full squadron) to be delivered 
within three months. Training in Iraq would be pro- r.. 
vlded by the US • ^ ^ ^ « itu.« 

liflO Asst SecDef (ISA), Memo for Record, MAP 
Planes for Lebanon. Jordan, and Iraq," 10 Jun 58, 
enel to (X) JCS im/m. Note by Secys, sane subj, 
l6:Jun 58, CCS 391 EHHEA (ll-W-'t?) oeo 71- 

10 Jun 58 Ubanese Government forces won a crucial teat of 

strength against a larger rebel force under Kamal 
Junblatt, who had made a surprise attempt to cut tne 
Beirut-Damascus road. At the same time, the Oovem- > . 

Bent defeated an effort by other rebel forces to take 

™^°NYT, 11 Jun 58, Z-Ai ia Jun.58, 4:5. |, . 

10 Jun 58 The US Ambassador In Iraq reported a political crisis ^ 
^ was developing because of the Arab UtJlon's financial 
predicament. Prime Minister Nurl had offered his 
resignation to King Faisal, declaring that the Arab 
Union could not stand unless its immediate budgetary . 
problem was quickly solved and long-term financial 
strength was gained by adding Kuwait to the Union. 
The King had told the British Ambassador he feared 
Mun*s resignation would mean the end of the Arab 
Utolon and In very short order the royal family "would 
find It impossible to carry on as they would have 
nothing to offer." Faisal desired that hla vlawa ; 
be conveyed to Prime Minister Macmillan In MuMtugton 
for urgent consideration by him and the President. 
The US Ambassador concurred in the reooonendatlons 
Bade by his British colleague that the US and UK give 
lanedlate assurance of financial assistance to cover 
the AU budget deficit, agree to seek ways of solving 
the long-term financial difficulties confronting the 
Arab Union, and prevail upon Kuwait to Join the Ugion. 
Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 2039, 10 Jun 58. 

10 Jun 58 Jordanian Prime Minister Rifai told the US Ambassador 
that King Hussein was deeply concerned that Lebanon 
would slip into the UAR orbit if Jordan and Iraq ^ 
did not take posltivg action to Intervene. The King 
proposed that Iraq and Jordan arm selected tribes 


living along the Syrian border and encourage raids In 
an effort tB pin down UAR aecurity f orcea. Also he 
fSvorershuttlng off road and rail f°?»^^»*i°Sly 
into Syria in order to squeeze the UAR econOTlcally 
iSd Kenerate discontent among Syrians 
iSitatld by UAR controls. So far, however, HusjeJ;"*" 
itteStrto arrange discussion of his proposal with 
tI»#«4 AffiGials had been rebuffed. . 
^'^ W M^gf ^ to SecState, 2130, 11 Jun 58. , 
Wl.IN^23920 (12 Jun 58). 


10 Jun 58 


10 Jun 58 

^«Pxe Lebanese Oovemment's 
request for this aaamance • ^ 

directed to King Hussein of Jordan, who had relayed 

04 ni 12507b. 

n T„« i^fl The state Department directed the US Ambassador In .js^., 

11 Jun 58 The^^ate W^^J^^^^ ^hat Nasser had l^^^teA f 

' he night be willing to use his influence to end 
dLSdence in Lebanon provided It was 
Chamoun would finish his tern, Chehab would ^ooe 
Pr^ Minister, and the opposition would be granted 
. i^ty: The US was forwarding this to Chamoun as 
iTnatter of loyalty to Lebanon, and not ^cause it 
endorsed or trusted Nasser's proposal. Vfhen Informed 
of tSa proposal, Chamoun replied that he distrusted 
Maaser and was unwilling to w^);!;,*^"** co. 

iaa-) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4710, 11 Jun 58; 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4629, H Jun 58. Both 
In OCJCS files. 

11 Tun s8 Tha Joint Chiefs of StafX directed CIHCNEIJJ to^j^j-^ 
11 Jun 58 SSe a contingency plan that would expand CZNC^OQW 

GtJM 215-58 to provide for imilementatlon otjm);. 

Aaerlcan Doctrine in Iraq. vvSJiS* 
4it») Mas. JCS to CINCNEm, JCS ll^O??^- . 

jUn 5a!^eS5k f^om (iS JCS 1887/458, CCS 381 BMNSA 

(11-19-47) sec 70. 

11 Jun 58 The UM Security Council, by a vote of 10 to 0( the 
USSR abstaining), adopted a resolution authorizing 
the Secretary General to send a UN observer group 
to Lebanon "to ensure that there is no illegal 
Infiltration of personnel or supply of arms or other 
materiel across the Lebanese borders. . 
Dept of State Bulletin , Vol XXXVIII, No. 994 $ 

(14 Jul 58), p. 90. J i 



12 Jun 58 DH Secretary General Hanmarskjold set up a three-nan 
comnlsalon to Implement the Security Council reeo- 
lutlon requiring the sending of an observer group 
to Lebanon. Hammarskjold made clear that the observers 
were "not a police force," like the UN Emergency Force 
on the border between Egypt and Israel. The observers 
would not Intervene with direct action; rather, he 
considered that their presence was "essential and 
useful as a contribution to the preventing of possible 
illegal traffic." They would stay within the 
boundaries of Lebanon, would be aaaiated by field 
agents detached for the purpose from the UN Truce 
Supervision Organization, and would report wjy 
smuggling of arms or personnel through the UN Secre- 
tariat to the Security Council, 
irer, 13 Jun 58, 4:1. 

12 Jun 58 President Elsenhower and Prime Minister Macmlllan 
• sent a message to AU Premier Nurl in regard to 
financial support for the Arab Union, On the 
assumption that the Union would become operative on 
1 Jiay 58, the US was prepared to make available up 
to $25 million for the period 1 July - 31 -March 59, 
which would cover the entire Jordanian share o£^he 
union budget and leave an estimated excess of $6.25 
million to be applied to the Iraqi share. The UK 
would contribute up to $4 million to the Union 
budget . 

LeJ Msg, SecState to Amman, 2730, and to Baghdad, 
3233, 12 Jun 58. 

12 Jun 58 In a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff stated that they had found 
• acceptable from the military point of view a draft 
political directive, prepared by the US-UK Working 
Group on the Middle East, to be addressed to appropri- 
ate military comnanders should the US and UK decide 
to intervene militarily in Lebanon. 

The. directive stated that the US and UK were 
entering Lebanon at the request of the Lebanese 
Government to provide military assistance in the face 
of massive Interference from the outside that had 
disrupted Lebanese security and gravely threatened 
the country's independence. Western forces w ere b eing 
provided to help protect US-UK lives and proper!^:; and 
"to assist the Government of Lebanon In its nl^^ry 
program for the preservation of the independeneojianl 
Integrity of Lebanon." Operations would be limited 
to Lebanese territory and wotUd eiqploy the mlnlmun 
force necessary to attain the objectives > with 
military tasks being turned over to Lebanese authori- 
ties as soon as possible. Withdrawal would be carried 
out as soon as the Lebanese Government was able to 
act with sufficient force by itself. A US-UK warning 
had been issued that any interference with the 
operations in Lebanon would be met with forced; The 
directive instructed the military conmanders to seek 
advice on political meitters relating exclusively to 
Lebanon from the US axa British Ambassadors in Beirut i 
whose views would be apntrolllng. (The final clauae 
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above reflects the addition of a clarifying sentence 
approved by JCS on 17 June 58.) 

i9S) JCS 1887/465, Note by Secys, "Lebanon 
Situation (U)," 18 Jun 58. and {SO) N/H of JCS 
1887/465, 26 Jun 58, CC3 38l Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

Prime Minister ^Jurl of the Arab Union, upon receiving 
the message of 12 June from President Elsenhower and 
Prime Minister Macmlllan, expressed bitter disappoint- 
ment over what he considered an inadequate amount of 
US-UK financial support for the Union's budget. 
.Working himself up to a dramatic pitch, he delivered 
- an ultimatum to the effect that either . the US and UK 
would provide an additional $6 million to cover the 
estimated nine-month AU budget deficit, and Kuwait 
would be made to Join the Arab Union, or he would 
resign and allow the Arab Union, along with Western 
influence in the Middle East, to collapse. The US 
Ambassador comnented on Nuri's emotional reaction as 
evidence of the low value placed on the Arab Uhlon 
by its two partners, and as confirmation that the US 
would have to underwrite its budget if the Arab Union 
.were to become a reality. . 

Msg, Amman to SecState, 2153, 13 Jun 58. 
— ■• ■■• ■ - ^ ■ 

The US Ambassador in Beirut cabled that the Lebanese 
Qovemment had urgently requested 8,000 rounds of 
75^-11111 ammunition. Anibassador MoClintook estimated 
that the cost of airlifting this aimiunltlon was beyond 
Lebanon's financial resources, and he strongly 
reoommended that the USAF fly one C-124 with an 
initial shipment to Beirut without charge. The 
"balance could be sent by sea at cosnercial rates. 
' (el-Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4684, 13 Jun 58, 
D^ IN 124620 (14 Jun 58). 

Fairly serious fighting took place in Beirut, origi- 
nating in an attempt by opposition forces to liberate 
political prisoners who might have furnished 
incriminating evidence to the UN observers. Lebanese 
Army action frustrated the attack. At 1700Z, Prime 
Minister Solh informed the US Embassy that either the 
UN Secretary General should inmediately furnish 
police forces or the US might wish to send units. of 
the Sixth Fleet to protect US lives and property,*. 
He said the situation in Beirut was out of ooQtri;>l 
and asked the US Ambassador to bring his mesoege;, to 
the attention of President Eisenhower. Reporting 
on this. Ambassador McClintock said that while the 
situation In Beirut was grave, he did not believe 
it was necessary to do more than place the Sixth 
Fleet on inmedlate alert. He did, however, urgently 
recommend that the two US destroyers within six hours 
steaming time of Lebanon be moved closer in at dawn 
of 15 June and that he be authorized voice radio 
connunieation with the ships. . , . 

ifiS) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4726, l4 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 


14 Jun 53 


14 Jun 58 


14 Jun 58 


At about 16CXDZ, Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik 
telephoned Assistant Secretary of State Rountree 
and said that he had heard from Ghamoun that the 
situation m Lebanon wae critical, Malik did not 
reauest US intervention but indicated that such a 
requeat might be imninent. Later reports from US 
sources in Beirut showed the inmediate situation to 
be somewhat Improved, but indicated that the long- 
term prospects remained gloomy, ~ . « 

J^iBSf Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4773, 14 Jun 58# 
OCJCS files. . ;^ 

Secretary of State Dulles was sufficiently distxu^bed 
by the flareup in Beirut to leave a class reunion 
at"Prlnceton and return to Washington for an emergency 
conference at the State Department and a telephone 
conversation with US Ambassador McClintock in Beirut. 
He then told reporters the situation in Beirut was 
"serloua but not alarming." 

NYT, 15 Jun 58, 1:8, 15:1» 1951. 


14 Jun 


14 Jun 58; 
58 JZ 


15 Jun 58 


250b2 


J 16 Jun 58, 


(3)1 
Dk IN 1250b2. 

In response to a request from the US Ambassador in 
Beirut, COHSIXTHFLT ordered two US destroyers to 
take station 30 miles off Beirut, out of sight of 
the shore. The destroyers might be used for a show 
of fooce or to fire a covering bombardment for the 
evacuation of US nationals. They were to contact 
the US Einbassy in Beirut every half hour on a 
clandestine circuit. COMSIXTHFX/V also directed the 
two destroyers to be prepared to escort a US attack 
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cargo ship carrying three LCM's for the Lebanese 
Oovernment into Beirut or to some other designated 
point, at the call of the US Naval Attache In Beirut. 

(aet "Intelllsence Summary," end to Memo, 
CNO to CJCS, "Lebanon," 15 Jun 5Q> CCS 38l Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 2. 

15 Jun 56 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik, liavlng requested an 
urgent Sunday morning meeting with Assistant Secretary 
of State Rountree, explained that Chamoun had informed 
him that the situation in Lebanon had again deterio- 
rated, with Syrian parachutists and Egyptian -trained 
Palestinians Joining the fighting. Chamoun wanted 
an immediate answer, to give to the Cabinet, to the 
question J would the US intervene militarily at once 
if asked? Roxmtree replied that he could give no 
answer suitable for transmission to Chamoun by 
telephone, but that an answer would be sent through 
the US Ambassador In Beirut. Later In the day, Malik 
asked Rountree if he could tell Chamoun, with US 
approval, to "hold firm— do not yield." The 
Assistant Secretary replied that he could not, since 
thia could readily be misinterpreted. While the 
US agreed that Chamoun should not yield on any matter 
fundamental to Lebanon's independence, he should not 
refuse any reasonable internal political compromise. 

(98^ State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon," 
15 Jun 50, end to (ffff) CM- 140-58, CJCS to Taylor, 
et al., same subj, 27 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
T5-TT-58) sec 3. 

15 Jun 5G The State Department Informed the US Ambassador In 

Beirut of Assistant Secretary Rountree »b conversation 
with Malik that morning (see above item) and directed 
■ him to inform Chamoun that the US position on military 
intervention in Lebanon had not changed. He was to 
recall for Chamoun the US terms that the declared 
purpose of intervention would be to protect US lives 
and property and to assist Lebanon "In Its military 
program" for the preservation of the country's 
integrity and independence, and that Lebanese security 
forces would have to exert a maximum effort to 
defend their country. The Ambassador was also to 
stress the changed situation resulting from the faot 
that Lebanon had recently sought and obtained: a UN 
Security Council resolution placin^s observers 'in. the 
country. The US would find it very awkward to: take 
action that would appear to disregard the existence 
of this UN effort. 

Accordingly, if Chamoun, accepting the US terms 
reiterated above, came to believe that Intervention 
was necessary, the US suggested that an emergency 
UN Security Council session be called. There Lebanon 
would report that a stepped-up campaign to extinguish 
Lebanese independence before the UN observation effort 
could be organized was obviously in progress, that 
Lebanon was no longer able unaided to protect both 
foreign life and property and its own independence, 
and that therefore certain countries were being 
invited to send troops to protect their nationals. 
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freeing the Lebanese forces to concentrate on defense 
of the country's Integrity. 

(«1 Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4790, 15 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 

15 Jun 58 At I83OZ, Malik telephoned Secretary of State Dulles. 

He said that any Middle Eastern country inviting 
armed intervention by the West would be the subject 
of "shame and reproach" for generations, and, there- 
fore, there were three prerequisites to such a 
request: (1) it should be made only in extremis ; 
(2) there should be some Arab participation in, or 
support of, the intervention, even if token, perhaps 
br Iraq and Jordan; and (3) the action must have the 
moral support of either the UN Security Council or 
General Assembly. Secretary Dxaies told Malik that 
this was a statesmanlike approach, and coincided with 
the US view. ..... n 

iffS^ State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon, 
15 Jun 58, end to (iff) CM-140-58, CJCS to Taylor, 
et al., same sub J, 27 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
T5^TJ-58) sec 3. 

15 Jun 58 Afr a iate Standay afternoon vnute House meeting, the 

President and representatives of the State and Defense 
Departments, CIA, and USIA discussed the situation 
in. Lebanon. Secretary Dulles said that Malik's latest 
telephone call (see above Item) had been helpful, 
jalthoug^ the views expressed were not necessarily 
those of Chamoun or the rest of the Lebanese Oovem- 
ment. The Secretary warned that intervention under 
present conditions would lay the US open to charges 
or undenplning the UN observation effort, which 
• Lebanon itself had requested. He agreed with the 
view expressed in a message Just received from the 
British Foreign Secretary, that military action in 
Lebanon should be withheld until a further attempt 
to settle the matter in the UN had been made. 

The President discussed the weakness of Lebanese 
leadership, the dangers of intervening before the UN 
had reported its own action was ineffective, and the 
difficulties that would be imposed by unfavorable 
popular reaction in Lebanon. If the US Intervened, 
it might well have to remain indefinitelyj and he 
recalled as pertinent the arguments the US had!: advanced 
against the Anglo-French Intesrventlon in Egypt t* in: 
1956, particularly "Where would it lead; where would 
It end?" Secretary Dulles stated, however, and the 
President agreed, that if Chamoun requested US inter- 
vention, and the US did not respond, every pro-Western 
government in the area would disappear. The US, 
therefore, had little or no choice. 

The President consented that if th6 US was 
forced to act, everything possible should be done to 
make the intervention under the most favorable auspices 
and circxanstances , and the Lebanese Army should be 
bolstered so that US forces could be quickly with- 
drawn. He directed Oen Twining to have the JCS study 
the "military possibilities and problems involved." 
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(Assigned to JMEPG, this study was cancelled on 
22 July 58.) He also asked for examination of the 
possibility of giving Lebanon "massive military 
sxfljport," posaibly accompanied by technicians, as 
an alternative to intervention. ,.t^>,o„«„ » 

iffej state Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon, 
15 Junla, end to («sr) CM-140.58. CJCS $0 Taylor, 
et al., same subj, 27 Jun 58. (U) N/^ of JCS l887/47i^. 
15?.7ul 58. Both In CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) seo 3. 

IS Jun 58 On the recommendation of Ambassador McClintock that 
deterioration of the Lebanese situation made it 
necessary, the State Department declared a Phase I 
emergency for Lebanon, directing that dependents 
desiring evacuation be moved to Italy. 

tS) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4750, 15 J"a 58. 
DA IN 12502b. 1(6^ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4793* 
15 jun 58, DA IN 125180 (16 Jun 58). 

15 Jun 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported to the State 
Department his conclusions after a long talk with 
Oen Chehab. Chehab saw no prospect of quelling the 
insxirrection by his own means, although he was willing 
to continue to fight defensively. U3-.mllltary 
officers in Beirut, however, felt that the Lebanese 
armed forces, led with Initiative and conviction, 
could put down the civil war, although at a high cost 
In casualties. Nevertheless, so long as Chehab was 
In coinnand, the Lebanese Army probably would not act 
to end the fighting. Chehab did not welcome the 
prospect of Western intervention but felt it was 
Inevitable. His troops would not oppose this inter- 
vention and would probably cooperate in a lulcewarm 
. manner. ' It was necessary, concluded McClintock, to 
"get a new general" before the West intervened. 

{90) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 47^6, 15 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 

15 Jun 58 In a conversation with the US Ambassador in Beirut, 
Chamoun declared that it was clearly impossible for 
the Lebanese armed forces to restore order until 
Oen Chehab was removed from consnand. Chamoun feared, 
however, that Amy demoralization after Chehab 's 
dismissal might permit the rebels to gain ooaferol 
of Beirut. Hence it seemed toJUa safer to watt 
until after a Western landing to remove the Oeneral. 

(aa) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4756, 15 Jtm 5o» 
OCJCS files. 

15 Jun 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut concurred in the recom- 

mendations of the US UN Ambassador that the US should 
encourage the Secretary General to enlarge the UN 
Observer Group in Lebanon qxilckly to a total of about 
500 men. Ambassador McClintock pointed out that 
the UN observers could not succeed in their mission 
unless they were pfesent in sufficient numbers to 
patrol the means of access to Lebanon, 

4e) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4760, 15 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 
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pwr it Sas practically certain that Prance would 

SS|!'ltS?^ti5 Secstate. 4767. 16 Jun 58, 

OCJCS files. 

15 jun 58 The French Embassy Infoimed the State Departoent 
15 jun 3o ^ French warship was moving to the Lebanon area 

with instructions to remain outside territorial 
Imtew for^the present. The action was designed 
solely to protect French nationals and had not 
rSulted f?oin a Lebanese request for assistance. The 
French naval commander had been ordered to establish 
cwtact with US and British comnandera in the area 
Upon his arrival there. - „ 

iff) Msg, SecState to Beirut, U8ll, 15 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 

IS Jun 58 UH Secretary General Haimnarskjold announced that he 

15 jun 5i5 So Lebanon to investigate the situation 

there. Meanwhile, Norwegian MaJ Qen Odd Bull, the 
first member of the three-man UN Observer Group, 
arrived in Beirut. „ ^ 
. NOT, 16 Jun 58, 1:8, 3:2. ^ 

16 Jun 58 During the morning the US Ambassador Beirut gave 

president Chamoun a letter conveying the "3 terns 
for Intervention, in accordance with the State 
department '3 instructions of the P^-evious day (see 
Item of 15 June 58), Chamoun read the letter care- 
JS!?y U sSS^he a^ed with all points. Ambassador 
McCllntock, speaking for the three Western Ambassadors 
in Beirut, ui^ed Chamoun to take resolute steps 
against the opposition and to announce definitely 
that he would not be a candidate for 
The Ambassador also stressed the US objections to 
French participation in any Intervention, and Chamoun 
agreed to limit his request to the French to one 
seeking material only. .^^-^^^^ h-^o UTTi. 

(08) Msgs, Beirut to SecState, W3* h77*** 
16 Jun 5o, OCJCS files. . 

16 Jun 58 The US delivered five f86p aiwrart to mqVi^v 
ten remaining planes of the squadron betoS PPOrtdad 
iSo were scheduled for delivery by 17 SftptertbeP 

'fflO) m of JCS 1887A52. 8 Jul 58, CCS 381 
(11-19-^7) 3ec 69. 


i6 Jun 58 At 1825Z, a US attack cargo ship completed transfer 
lb Jun 50 iSree LCM's to Lebanese crews at a rendezvoua 

20 Sles west of Tripoli, as arranged by the US Naval 
Attacheln Beirut ^^^^ "Situation 

Report NO. 10, Readiness of U.S. Naval Forces for 
.trouble m Lebanon, as of 0800 

-1958," 17 Jun 58, CC? 381 Lebanon (5-13-5o) sec 2. 
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16 Jun 58 At 1915Z, Chamoun sunnioned a US Embassy official and 
10 Jun t>o A^^^ handwritten Arabic text of a reeolutlon 

sUmed that day by each member of the Cabinet 
authlrlzlng ChLoun to call for friendly military 
?nte^ent?fn "when he thinks fit." Chaaoun appeared 
desperate, as evidenced by the fact that he entrusted 
nSt oSy this document but also his wife's Jewels 
to thS American official. He definitely feared an 
attack on the palace that night. 

Iss) Msgs, Beirut to SecState, 4795, 48l8, 
17 Jun 58, OCJCS files. 

16 Jun 53 Fighting in Beirut dwindled to a few JPf "JJ^.^^^" ^ 
bJSsts of rifle fire and explosions, but rebel leader 
Salaam said there would be a full civil war ir 
President Chamoun did not resign. 
NYT, 17 Jun 58, 1:6. 

16 Jun 58 The US Atlantic Fleet anno^n^ed that a flve-sh^ 

amphibious force and a Marine battalion of l,bOO men 
«uld depart for the Mediterranean on 25 June to 
relieve a similar force retained there- beyond its 
scheduled date of return. 
NOT , 17 Jun 58, 2;6. 

17 Jun -SS in a morning conversation with the US Ambassador in 
17 Jun 50 Sirut. ChaSoun was calm and apq^Logetic over his 

exolteaent of the previous evening (see item of 
16 June 58), indicating that matters were well in 
hand, on Instructions from the State Department, 
SSassador McCllntock reiterated that Chamoun should 

every attempt to solve I^banon's problems 
through the UN before asking for Western Intervention. 
WlthTegard to the Cabinet's authorization to call 
for friendly intervention that Chamoun had received 
tha previous day, the President emphasized that this 
was *for stand-by use" and that he had no intention 
of calling for outside assistance except as a last 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4812, 17 Jun 58; 
iag) Msl! Selstate to Beirut. 48l4, 16 Jun 58. Both 
In OCJCS files, 

17 Jun 58 The French Ambassador in Beirut Informed hi» "3 «xl 
x( jun 3o ^^^gj^ colleagues that Chamoun had said he Jjwjd 

Include Prance in any request for Western a««lMjnoe. 
The French, however, would apparently send 0O13r(» 
warship to protect French lives. In another con- 
versatlon that day, Chamoun told a "3 «P«*;jn5»JJ;^« 
that he would only ask for French participation in 
military staff work, a possibility ^ 
ABibassador regarded as dangerous. On 18 Jun«, Chaaoun 
made a similar statement to the British Ambassador, 
who imnediately argued against the idea. _ 

Lg) Msg, Beirut to SecState. 4833* 17 J«n 58. 
CaffT Msgs, Beirut to SecState, 4846, 4855, I8 JUn 
58. All in OCJCS files. 

17 jun 58 At his news conference. Secretary of State Dulles 
described the Lebanese. crisis as one causing 
"considerable arcaety" to those who believed in the 
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independence- and Integrity of tfie~countne8 of the 
Middle East. He declared that the US was ready to 
support any move to increase the size of UN border 
patrols in Lebanon. Moreover, he stated, if the US 
were called on to provide physical as well aa 
diplomatic support for the Qovemment of Lebanon, 
it "would be Inclined to go along, with that also. 
WPS, 18 Jun 58, 1:1, text, l4s2-6. 

17 Jun 58 The Iraqi Govermnent asked the UAH press attache 

•laBaahdad to leave the country, accusing him of 
activities against the interests of the Arab Union. 
HYT, 18 Jun 58, 3:5. 

18 Jun 58 CDICSPECOMME informed CNO, among other things, that 
10 aun 3o uxn ^^^^^^^ British ground forces to participate 

in BLUE* BAT was not affected by the situation in 
' Cyprus, CINCSPECOMME believed French participation 
should be excluded if possible, since French associ- 
ation with the US-UK venture would be politically 
danacing and operationally confusing. 
^^JJ^ Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, STl**, l80l4lZ 
jun ^ JMEPQ Lebanon Msg Pile. 

18 Jun 58 The "us Ainbassador in Beirut reported that British 
intelligence had definitely identified a Lebanese 
working with the UN Observer Group as an Egyptian 
spy whose mission was to keep the UAH informed of 
o^tenplated movements of UN obsexvers. The British 
ABbassador had informed Gen Bums of the UN Observer 

^^^ifle) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4859, 18 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. ... • ... --.Jif^ .V. -,. 

18 Jun 58 Speaker Osseiran of the Lebanese Parliament warned 
the US Ambassador In Beirut that if there were 
foreign intervention in Lebanon, he would regard it 
ea an infringement of Lebanon's sovereignty and would 
personally lead the battle against the foreign forces. 
French participation in a foreign intervention, he 
said, would be even worse, because of the deep-seated 
anti -French feeling in Lebanon, Reporting on this 
conversation. Ambassador McCllntocic connented that 
Osseiran undoubtedly represented a majority of, 
Moslem Lebanese, who were violently opposed toraav 
Western intervention. _ . „^ _ 

ifie) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4861, 18 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 

18 Jun 58 in response to a question at his press conference. 

President Eisenhower said he wo\ild not forecast the 
circumstances under which the US might take military 
action in Lebanon. Such action, he said, would be 
dependent upon the Judgment of the UN observer team 
in Lebanon and of Secretary General Hamiarskjold, 
Mho was due to arrive there on 19 June. 
NOT, 19 Jun 58, 14:7, text, 20:1-8. 

19 Jun 58 UN Secretary General Hanmarskjold arrived in Beirut 

and began talks with yN observers and Lebanese 
leaders on the question^ bringing peaoe to Lebanon. 
NXT, 20 Jun 58, 1:2-3. 
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19 Jun 58 Jordanian Prime Minister Rlfal told ^^e US tobaaaador 
19 Jun !?o joraana^ Informed both Iraq and Jordan that 

If thSTwlshed to send troopa to aid I^^anon, saf e 
DaBsaie across Turkish territory was guaranteed and 
thl ^SkJsS Government would provide ^oth sea and 
air transport for the final move from Turkey to 
I^banon. Jordan was not responding favorably to 
thirproposal, since it was learned t^a* .fS^S"® 
appeal for Iraqi -Jordanian assistance, via Turkey, 
had been originated personally by Foreign Minister 
mik S Sashlngton knd not officially by. President 

Chamojm^ Msg, Amman to SecState, 2197, 19 Jun 58, 

20 Jun 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut gave Chaaoun a If^f*^ 
20 Jun 50 ^Ig^e from Secretary of State Dulles explaining 
?Se ?fe8ldenf a remark at ^ia P«b8 coirference of 
18 June, in sum, Dulles restated the view that 
Lebanon should call for an emergency session of the 
TO before requesting US help, that the U3 had con- 
mence in Chamoun and would do all it could to 
isslst him, and that Lebanon had capacity to 
solve its problems without recourse to foi^i^J . 
miiitM^ aid Chamoun replied that he would not 
^ietf Inte^eK "unlSss the knife Isat^ 
tSoat." Reporting his conversation, A^aajj'^^.. 
McCllntock concluded that Chamoun was ^^^^^^ 
MtlSstlc moods, but that he was doing little or 
nothing to find a solution to the situation. 

Set Msg, SecState to Beirut. 4890, 19 Jun 58; 
Cawf ^te6I Beltut to SecState, 4938,. 20 Jun 58. 
Both in OCJCS files, _ ,,5? ' 

20 Jun 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff i5{«™^,S!SE?wSS**' 
ju« 3 political reasons, the State Department 

uSilllng to negotiate for additional staging rights 
aTAdanaT Turkey, on a long-term basis. The Depart- 
nent was prepared to request these ^^^Khts on an 
urgent bakls in the event of the i^Plf^ajtation of 
BLUE BAT, and no difficulty was anticipated. The 
previous JCS instructions directing necessary action 
even In the absence of these rights still applied, 
on the question of prestocking rights, however, the 
State Department was willing to approach Turkey. 

laS Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, JCS 943672,- , 
202130Z Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) W|2;;:;- . 

20 Jun 58 CINCHEIM and the British Chief s of Staff dUott^^^ 
proposals made by C-ln-C British Middle fast Land 
Forces to enlarge the forces and extend the PlM»lng 
for BLUE BAT in view of the apparently increasing 
morale and determination of rebel forces In Lebanon. 
CINCNEIM opposed these changes as "nne"»;*jy* . ... 
holding that BLUE BAT was adequate to meet initial 
objectives and that the plana were sufficiently 
flexible to be e:;panded as the situation dictated. 
dNCMEIU's position was conc\irred in by CNO, 

IWl JCS 1887/469, Memo by CNO, "Report of 
cmcmSi's Discussion With British Chiefs of Staff, 
^^58, and m JCS 1887/469. 27 Jun 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-=58) sec 3. 
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20 J\in 58 During a conversation with the US Ambassador In 

Beirut, Chamoun confirmed once more that he did not 
desire Iraqi or Jordanian military intervention at 
tha.t time . 

Jk^ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 'A9^1, 20 Jun 58, 
owes files. 

22 Jun 58 W Secretary General Hannarskjold arrived In Cairo 
for talks with UAR President Nasser. "Diplomatic 
sources" in Beirut said he would ask Nasser to halt 
hla anti-Lebanese propaganda canqaalgn and to close 
the Sirrlan-Lebanese frontier in order to stop the 
movement of supplies to the Lebanese rebels. 
NYT, 23 Jun 58, 1;6, 3:1. 

26 Jun 58 CDICSPECOMME submitted to the JCS hla of the 

jun DO political situation in Lebanon. Despite 

reports of a formidable build-up of rebel forces, he 
did not view the fighting strength of the Inaurgents 
as conmensurate with their numbers. Hence the BLUE 
BAT operation remained feasible, although there would 
probably be a longer period of fighting and higher 
casualties, especially among the Le^^anese. 

- J9S1 Msg. CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6044, 26l706Z 
jun 5§, CCS 391 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

26 Jun 58 Pormer Lebanese Premier Rashld Karaml, rebel leader 
in Tripoli, told reporters he would fight any ON 
police force sent to Lebanon. He denied receiving 
aid from Syria, but warned that he expected outside 
help m case of an "attack" on Lebanon. Ktoaml said 
he Bi?)ported Gen Chehab for the presidency. 
' Ngr, 2? Jun 58, 4:6. 

26 Jun 58 The Soviet press denounced the idea of a UN police 

force for Lebanon as "foreign intervention" and a ^ 
threat to peace. It warned that the USSR would not 
stand idly by in such an event, 
NYT , 27 Jun 53, 4:5. 

27 Jun 58 Ada Sir Michael Denny of the BJSM, Washington, 

presented an aide-memoire to JCS in which the UK 
called for a revision oi' feLUE BAT to Include 
simultaneous landings at both Beirut and Tripoli. 
Noting that opposition strength had increased | ax)d- 
the effectiveness of the Lebanese Arn^r had lesienea 
since the plan was first drafted, the British. aaw 
a danger of rebel violence against US and British 
lives and property in Tripoli in the event of a 
• Western landing at Beirut alone. 

JJSel UK aide -memoire , "Operation BLUE BAT," 
2T Jun58, EricTX to iSffJ JCS I887A7I, Note by 
Secys, "Lebanon Situation," 3 Jul 58, CCS 38I Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 3. 

27 Jun 58 Lebanon charged in the UN that the movement of 

weapons and personnel across the border from Syria 
Into Lebanon was continuing and, indeed, had actually 
increased, despite the presence of UN observers. 
The Lebanese delega1;±on.JLssued this charge after It 
became known at the UN"that Secretary HammarBk.1old 
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would not recommend a UN police force to guard the 
Lebanese border. ^ . ^ 
NYT, 28 Jun 58, ^:8. 

The US Ambassador In Jordan reported Prime Minister 
Rlfal's statement that both he and King Huaaeln were 
gravely disturbed that Dag Hansnarakjold* a recent 
visit to the Middle East had not generated forth- 
right UN action on the Lebanese problem, since tney 
believed that unless a UN or US-UK police force were 
provided to seal the Syrian- Lebanese border, the 
Chamoun government was doomed. Chamoun's fall would 
further elevate Nasser's prestige in the Arab world 
and would encourage insurrection in Jordan, Iraq, 
Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. In diacuaslono with 
Hanmarskjold during his visit, Rifai had made clear 
that if -Jordan became convinced the UN was either 
unable or unwilling to resolve the Lebanese situation, 
the Jordanian leaders would not wait for an 
emboldened Nasser to step up his aubverslve campaign 
against their country but would launch a counter- 
attack against the UAR. - ^ - 
iet Msg, Aranan to SeoState, 2271, 30 Jun 50, 
DA IN 129292. ■ ■ r • ■ 
At a meeting between Secretary Dulles and Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Malik, the latter made pointed 
queries regarding the value and validity of the US 
pledge to assist Lebanon. Secretary Dulles replied 
that the US intended to take every practical measure 
to prevent a victory for Nasser and Connunism and 
to demonstrate to Middle Eastern governments that 
friendship with the West was an asset, not a liability. 
He stressed, however, that US intervention in Prjoent 
circumstances would generate great opposition both 
in the area and within the UN, since it could not 
honestly be said as yet that the UN effort in Lebanon 
had failed. Dulles urged that Chamoun busy himself 
with selecting a successor to the presidency who 
truly reflected the Lebanese spirit of independence 
axxl would not compromise with Nasser. The US would 
help such a auccesaor with economic and other 
' asaistance 

- i«3TMag, SecState to Beirut, 5097, 30 JWi 58. 

The three Western Ambassadors in Beirut u3rBi*|M 
president Chamoun to attempt to reach a poli^cal^ 
eolution by announcing his intention not toraeek 
re-election and by forming a widely baaed government 
of national union in order to facilitate an eventual 
oompromlse. Chamoun »8 reply was an angry one, in 
which he blamed his difficulties on his identification 
with the West. He declared that had he broken hla 
Western ties and turned to a policy of 'poaltlvo 
neutrality" he could easily have been re-elected for a 
second term. Charging that the US, UK, and Prance 
were weakening in their guarantees of Lebaneae 
integrity and independence, he demanded to know where 
ho atood with respect to these guaranteea. US 


AmbasBador McCllntock inmediately replied that, as 
far as the US was concerned, there had been no 
lessening of readiness to Intervene if necessary, 
lessening Beirut to SecState, 14, 1 Jul 58, 


OCJCS files. 

1 Jul 58 At a news conference In Detroit Gen Nathan F. Twining 

1 jui 5o SJgJared that the US was ready to send troops Into 

UbS^Sn if the situation required it. "We are pre- 
pared for any eventuality— all-out war or limited 
war— right now," he said. 
NOT, 2 Jul 58. 4!5. 

2 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff replied to ^rmsh pro- 

Dosal that BLUE BAT be revised to include simultaneous 
landings at both Beirut and Tripoli (see item of 
S^June 58). The JCS shared the British concern for 
Weatem lives and property in Tripoli, but, after 
consultation with Adm Holloway, they had concluded 
that the operational concept of BLUE BAT wj* f oj^J 
and that all of the forces allocated were required 
to execute it. Should the UK nevertheless consider 
it essential to secure Tripoli as part of the initial 
operations, this might be accoii9)lished by landing 
additional British forces at Beirut and deploying 
them northward overland, or by a simultaneous 
operation by additional British forces against Tripoli. 
If this was agreeable, the JCS would direct Adm 
Holloway. aa CINCAMBRITFOR, to modify BLUE BAT to 
include planning for this additional phase of the 

°^*''^^te^*Memo, CJCS to Dermy, "Operation BLUE BAT," 
2 Jul 58 reproduced in C«n JCS 1887/471. Note by 
. Secys, "Lebanon Situation," 3 Jul 58, CCS 38l Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 3. 

2 Jul 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik gave Secretary Dulles 

an informal note outlining a suggested program for 
solving the Lebanese problem short of Western inter- 
vention. It called for increased political and 
material support for Lebanon by the West, Including 
provision of military and technical advisers. MallK 
also suggested a larger UN observer group and renewed 
iStlon iH the UN, "prudent" Iraqi and Tupklah.troop 
movements, and measures to exploit the incamai 
difficulties in Syria. ^ ^ ~ ^ ^ wlvf'ei' • 
49Sl Mag, SecState to Beirut, 31. 2 ^}^» 
OCJCS files. 

3 Jul 58 president Chamoun confirmed to Western reppejentatives 

that the Lebanese Government had made tentative 
approaches to Iraq about the possibility of Joining 
the Arab Union or otherwise forming a defensive 
military alliance with Iraq and Jordim. 

XirMsg, Beirut to SecState, 100, 3 Jul 58 j 
Msg, Beirut to SecState, 113, 4 Jul 58. Both 
in OCJCS files . . I,-; 

3 Jul 58 The Lebanese Ambassador in Washington submitted a 
request to the Stata Department for $40 million in 
economic aid, $20 miinon of which he said was 
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needed urgently. The State Department representative 
with whom he talked pointed out certain practical 
difficult lea but said the request would be studied. 

.^Msg, SecState to Beirut, 50, 3 Jul 5o, 
OCJCS files. 

^ Jul 58 m Secretary General Hammarakjold stated at a news 
conference that, to his knowledge, there was no 
foundation for a charge that "maasive Infili^ation 
of men and arms into Lebanon was currently taking 

^^^^^m, 4 Jul 58, 1:2, 6:4-5. 

k Jul 58 The UH Observer Group In Lebanon, in its first report 
^ to the Security Council, failed to conflm Lebanon's 
charges that men and arms were being smuggled across 
the border from Syria. Some success had been 
achieved by observer teams in penetrating rebel- 
held territory, but they had often been handicapped, 
or entirely frustrated, by firing in their vicinity, 
mined roads, destroyed bridges, or a simple refusal 
of opposition leaders to admit them to areas under 
those leaders ' control . In all the foregoing 
instances, the report said, the observer teams 
"appear to have touched \;^on sensitive spots which 
are in areas claimed by Government sources to be 
supply and Infiltration routes." Those rebel bands 
that the observers had been able to inspect were 
found to be equipped with mortara, bazookas, machine 
guns, hand grenades, and land mines of nanor makes. 
It had been impossible to determine how these arms 
had been acquired, or whether any of the men had 
Infiltrated from outside Lebanon, though there was 
little doubt that the "vast majority" of the men were 
' Lebanese. 

MTO , 5 Jul 58, 2:3-8. 

U Jul 58 A French Foreign Ministry spokesman said it seemed 
"incontestable" to his Government that there had 
been "considerable Infiltration" Into Lebanon. 
NYT, 5 Jul 58, 3:3. 

6 Jul 58 A British Foreign Office spokesman stated, in effect, 

that his Oovemment was holding to its position, that 
Lebanon had Justified her charges against tlis)^,|mted 
Arab Republic in the UN Security Council. .Wil«IJKJ;i 
saw no reason to modify the stand prevloualy;tWBin 
by its representative in the United Nations, 
NTO, 7 Jul 58, 1:6, U:5. 

7 Jul 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik told a reporter at 

the United Nations that his Government took "strong 
exception" to the report by the UN Observer Group 
in Lebanon. He noted the distinction. between the 
term "massive infiltration," used by Kaanarskjold, 
and the "massive intervention" charged by Lebanon 
against the UAR In the Security Council. The latter 
tenn, Malik said, Included Cairo radio broadcasts 
and also money sent by the united Arab Republic to 
the rebels. * *- 
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The Lebanese Government's coramenta on the 
Observer Group's report were set forth In detail In 
a formal statement made public the next day and 
circulated among members of the Security Council. 
This statement challenged the validity of the UN 
report, since its conclusions all related only Jo 
rebels and weapons that the rebel leaders had allowed 
the Observer Group to see. Lebanon asserted that 
the rebel-held weapons included heavy types that 
only governments could supply, that rebel training 
azvi assembly camps were being operated in Syria, and 
that the UAH radio and press attacks on the Lebanese 
Qovemment were as virulent as ever. Therefore, the 
statement concluded, Lebanon»8 charges against the 
United Arab Republic remained "undiminished and 

^"^^'nYT, 8 Jul 58, 5:li 9 Jul 58, 8:3-8. 

8 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut, at the direction of 7; 
the State Department, Informed Chamoun that the US 
considered any formal relationship between Lebanon 
and the Arab Union a matter to be decided between 
those two Governments (see Item of 3 July So). The 
US suggested, however, that any overt step such as a . - j;. 

defensive military pact might be inopportune and 

might further disturb matters in Lebanon. Chamoun v.. 
made no comment on this presentation. _ _ , 

(TSJ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 206, 8 Jul 58; r^. 
I8j Mag, SecState to Beirut, 96, 7 Jul 58. Both 
In OCJCS files. 

Q Jul 58 The Pakistani Finance Minister suggested to the US 
Ambassador in Karachi that if UN intervention in 
Lebanon did not materialize, Turkey, Iran, am 
' Pakistan might encourage Iraq to give Lebanon mill- 

le^'mr^achl to SeeSfte. 85. 10 Jul 58. 

q Jul 58 President Chamoun of Lebanon made a firm statement 
for the first time that he would leave office on 
23 September 1958 and not seek re-election. He made 
the statement to the Associated Press In Beirut. 
NYT , 11 Jul 58, 6:1. 

10 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported various _ " '. 

Indications, Including a statement to him by^hj 
Coonandant of the Lebanese security f°^°®"»_2ff ' 
military intervention by Iraq, or by Iraq aWTttrKsy, 
was being considered by President Chamoun. 

-erS7 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 243, 10 Jul 585 
(fle) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 256, 10 Jul 58. Both 
in OCJCS files. 

11 Jul 58 In a conversation with the British Charge In Beirut, 

Chamoun stated that Chehab was the only man who 
could receive sufficient votes on 24 July to be 
elected President. Asked if it would help if the 
three Western Ambassadors told Chehab separately 
that he should accept the presidency, Chamoun agreed. 
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The US Ambassador recomnended to Washington that 
this step be taken. 

iifii Beirut to SecState, 325, 12 Jul 5o, 

OCJCS files. 

12 Jul 58 According to the Lebanese Minister of Finance, the 
12 Jul 50 J^Sanese cabinet decided to postpone indefinitely 

consideration of a defensive military alliance with 

^J^ ™Belrut to SecState, 3^2, 13 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. 

12 Jul 58 The UN Observer Group in Lebanon announced an agree- 
ment with rebel leaders by which it achieved at least 
limited access, for the first time, to all Lebanon's 
172.inile frontier with the Syrian province of the 
united Arab Republic. 

NOT, 13 Jul 58, 23x1- 

iH Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Baghdad reported that a group 
of Iraqi Array officers had executed a swift coup 
d'etat at 0230Z. Fighting had been limited, and by 
"dawn the capital city appeared relatively normal, 
except for local patrol activity and Jubilant crowds. 
The formation of a "Republican Qovemment of Iraq, 
with a cabinet of Colonels and leftist civilians, 
had been announced over Baghdad Radio. 

(U) Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 52, 14 Jul 58. 

14 Jul 58 During the morning. President Chamoun sunnoned the 
US Ambassador in Beirut and demanded US military 
intervention in Lebanon within 48 hours, Chanoun, 
angered and highly excited, charged that the Western 
governments had consistently underestimated his 
■ warnings of danger in the Middle East, and now 
davelopments in Iraq had proved him to be right. Not 
only had the US Ignored his warnings, but the UN 
had been "blind," and Secretary General Hanmarskjold 
had given carte blanche to Nasser. Chanoun wanted 
US Interven^ton without any more inquiries or 
specifications or conditions. If the Sixth Fleet 
was not there within 48 hours, he would at last 
know where the US stood with respect to its 
assurances of support. The Lebanese President said 
he had already made a similar request of the British 
aad would shortly ask for French intervention^'^vi; ; 
although he understood that the French laotosd ntha 
means to undertake anything beyond a token operation. 

Reporting on his interview with Chamoun^ the US 
Ambassador noted that the Lebanese President's 
request had been made orally and without any other 
intelligence than what he had heard from the Cairo, 
Damascus, and Baghdad radios, plus a single message 
from the British Embassy in Baghdad, , . „o 
uHr) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 358, 14 Jul 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

14 Jul 58 Ttie US Ambassador in Iraq sent an assessment of the 
situation in Baghdad following the coup d'etat , 
admittedly based on limited information. The revolt 
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appeared to have wide backing from the Iraqi public. 
Army, and Air Force, with no Indications of a counter- 
move by any loyalist forces. Numeroua conflicting 
reports had been received of the fate of King Faisal, 
Nurlt and the Crown Prince, Although he had reports 
that one American had been injured and perhaps two 
killed In mob violence, and the sentiment of street 
crowds was clearly antl -Western and pro-Nasser, the 
ABdMisaador saw no sign of strong anti-Ainerican 
feeling. He predicted, however, that any US inter- 
vention in Lebanon would produce strong hostility 
toward the US. 

S&f Msg, Baghdad to Se estate, 116, 14 Jul 58, 
OA IN 132806 (15 Jul 58). («f Msg, Baghdad to 
SeeState, 117, 14 Jul 58. 

The State Department infomed the US Embassy in 
Beirut that the President was meeting with Congression- 
al leaders at 183OZ. Barring strong opposition at 
this meeting, it was likely that the response to 
Chamoun's request for intervention would be in the 
affirmative . 

iffffTMsg, SecState to Beirut, I89, 14 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. i 

Ambassador McCllntock reported certain discrepancies 
in the statements made by President Chamoun to the 
US, British, and French Ambassadors. The most 
important was Chamoun's request for US military inter- 
vention in Lebanon within 48 hours, whereas the 
British and French had received a 24-hour demand. 
All three diplomats were struck by the fact that 
Chamoun had made this Important request solely on 
the basis of reports from radios Cairo, Damascus, 
and Baghdad, whose broadcasts he would normally have 
dlatrusted. Noting that as yet there was no hard 
evidence of an increased military threat to Lebanon, 
Ambassador McCllntock felt that the decision to 
intervene must be taken in Washington in the light 
of broader considerations affecting the entire Middle 
Bast. "So far as Lebanon alone is concerned, we 
cannot as of mid-day discern need for so portentous 
a step." 

4W) Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 366, 14 Jul 58, 
DJl IN 132609. _ -^^^ 

The US Ambassador to Lebanon learned through-:^^muij. 
French Ambassador that upon first hearing the nam 
from Iraq, Qen Chehab had passed word to opposition 
leaders that they must not take any action. Chehab 
appeared confident that the Lebanese rebels would 
remain quiescent under this threat. 

igiiS) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 383# 14 Jul 58, 
CA m 132716. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff forwarded to the Secretary 
of Defense the text of warnings to aircraft and 
shipping in the area of BLUE BAT operations, which 
had been approved by both the British and US Chiefs 
of Staff. The SecretafV.of Defense was requested to 
obtain State Department approval for the dissemination 


of these warnings upon the initiation of military 
operations » 

i«S7 Memo, CJCS to SecDef , "Special Warnings 
in Connection with U.S. /U.K. Military Operations in 
Lebanon jtW)," l4 Jul 58, CCS 38I Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 3; derived from JCS 1887/468, same file, 
sec 2. 

1^^ Jul 58 King Hussein urgently requested through the US 
A^sador In Jordan that the US provide tankers 
and emergency pipelines for the importation of 
oetroleum products Into Jordan via Aqaba In order 
to meet the needs of his security forces. He also 
informed the Ambassador that he had assmned authority 
as acting President of the Arab Union In the absence 
of King Faisal, and intended to put doim the Iraqi 
rebellion by using the Jordanian Amy and loyal 
Iraqi units. Hussein, greatly concerned over the 
Lebanese situation, urged the US to Intervene 
militarily. If necessary, to keep Chanoun's pro- 
Western government In power. , , ca 
tiff) Msg, Amman to SecState, 79, 1^+ J^l 5o. 

14 Jul 58 Following completion of the regular NSC meeting, the 
President held a special meeting in his office to 
consider the current developments in the Near East 
In the light of a briefing by the Director, CIA. 
Present at this meeting were the Vice President, th^ 
Secretaries of State and Treasury, the Acting 
Secretary of Defense, the Chairman, JCS, 
CIA, the Special Assistant to the President (NSA), 
and other staff officials. • 

(ffff) Record of Actions by the MSG at its 372d 
. Meeting, 14 Jul 58. • 

14 Jul 58 President Elsenhower requested an emergency meeting 
of the UN Security Council as early as practicable 
on the morning of Tuesday, 15 July, to consider the 
situation In the Middle East. He decided on this 
course after a series of conferences with Congressional 
leaders and other officials. 
NYT , 15 Jul 58, 1:8. 

14 Jul 58 Prime Minister Macmillan, near the end of th«;,4air». 

ordered 6,000 British troops to prepare f0P'5M»g«»k ' 
movement to the Middle East, This order foUgpwijJ'^- 
a Cabinet meeting of six and a half hours at^MW: 
Government leaders discussed emergency plans for 
Joint action with the United States in regard to the 
coup d' etat In Iraq. The possibility of armed 
IHiervention in Iraq with British paratroop forces 
from Cyprus was discussed at the Cabinet meeting, 
according to "Informed sources" in London, in case 
it should be necessary to protect the lives of more 
than 2,700 British and Coninonwealth citizens in Iraq. 
The Prime Minister also discussed the Middle Bast 
situation with President Elsenhower by telephone 
during the day. 

NYT. 15 Jul 58, 1:5, 4:3. 
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14 Jul 58 The united States cut off airmllltary aid to Iraq 
until the situation there could be clarified. 
Officials stated that the move was without 
prejudice to any policy decision In the future, 
NYT, 15 JUl 58, 5:5. 

14 JUl 58 Itie US Ambassador to Saudi Arabia cabled that news 
of the Iraqi monarchy's downfall was Jubilantly 
received by all levels of opinion In Saudi Arabia 
except the King's entourage and that the event was 
being hailed as a victory for Arab unity. Host 
Saudis appeared to believe that establishnent of a 
prQ-UAR regime In Iraq would make likely a closer 
association of the Saudi Arabian Oovemaent with 
the UAR. 

(<rT Msg« Jidda to SeoState, 50, 14 JUl 58, 

DA IN 1^277^ ri«5 JUl 58K 


14 Jul 58 


— J15 JUl 

58^^InT32884. (^)C. " " 

J[Jl5 JUl 58, DA IN 13290tJ. 

14 JUl 58 At 2223Z, CNO directed CXNCNBIM and CQNSIXTHnir to 

land Harlnes In Lebanon at 13CX)Z» 15 JUly« and to 
sail the entire Sixth Fleet eastward as soon as 
possible. The Lebanese were not to be notified 
of the forthcoming landing prior to lOOOZ* but the 
US Naval Attache In Beirut might be Infonaed 
. . earlier. In a further message at 2249Z* CNO said 
execution of BLUE BAT Situation One In Its entirety 
had not been ordered because discussion was In 
progress concerning whether the British would follow 
the Marines Into Beirut or go Into Iraq, CNO 
directed, however, that the BLOB BAT ooneept be 
followed as far as possible. 

^ iSS) Msg. CNO to CINCNBIM, CQK3IXTBFLT, 
142223Z Jul 58: (T3) Msg, CNO to CINCHBIJI, 
CONSIXTHFUr. 142249Z JUl 58. Both In CCS 381 
Lebanon (5-13-58) see 3. 

15 JUl 58 nte Joint Chiefs of Staff Inforaed USCINOnit'lMtf 

other conmanders of the scheduled Marine Ttiv^lng In 
Lebanon and directed them to take no aotlon that 
would disclose the inninenoe of US milltaiT opera- 
tions. After the landing, CINCEUR was to bring one 
battle group and Its airlift to a state of readiness 
that would pemlt arrival at Beirut airfield within 
24 hours of an execution order, or. If airdrop was 
required, within 36 hours. CINCEUR was to be 
prepared to follow with a second battle group. 
Twenty-six C-124*s were being flown to Burop«9 with 
their movement to be ccapleted within an estimted 
36 hours. COMTAC was directed to provide day^fighter* 
flghter*bcmber, and reconnaissance alroraft fot 
BLOB BAT, sohedulln^jttielr arrival at Adana to begin 
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20 hours after Issuance of an execution order. 

jtwrMsg, JCS to USCINCEim, et al., JC3 
944751, 15003IZ JUl 58, CCS 381 liSBaHon (5-13-58) 
see 3. /?or a study of the timing and the aeleotlon 
of action and Information addressees of thle and 
other important messages, see {SB) JCS 2293/l# 
"Review of Actions Related to U.S. Military Inter- 
vention in Lebanon (U)," 23 Oct 58, CCS 38I Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 5j 

15 JUl 58 At 03362, the State Department Infoxmed the OS 
Ambassador In Beirut of the forthocmlng Marine 
landing In Lebanon and directed him to Inf oin 
Chamow no later than lOOOZ— that la, at least three -> 
hours prior to the landing— that this action was y. . 

being taken In response to Chamoun»e request and • 
that the US expected full cooperation from the ^v- 
Lebanese armed forces. Shortly before the landing, .. .' > ■ 

the Ambassador was to request that the Lebanese * -v- 

Oovemmsnt close the Beirut airport; 

(SB) Msg, SeoState to Beirut, 204, 14 JUl 58, 
00 JCS flies. 

15 JUl 58 sixth Fleet units were underway at 05OOZ and were ^ 

prooeedlng toviard the objective area at their beat ..^.-"-y^^'.i^ 
speed. 


JUl 


Msg, COMSIXTHPLT to CNO, II68, 150555Z 


15 Jul 58 At 083OZ, the us Ambassador In Beirut Infoxned 

Chamoun of the forthcoming US landing and restated 
the political terms under which It would ooour. He 
cautioned the President against dlsolostun to 
members of the Oovemment who might transmit the 
news outside Lebanon prior to the beginning of the 
operation. Pointing out that the British were not 
landing in the initial phase and might not land at 
all, the Ambassador also suggested that It. was 
unneoessary to request French participation. A few 
minutes later, he repeated this observation to the 
French Ambassador, who agreed that since -the landing 
waa to be solely a US operation, there was no need 

for French participation. ^ 

nESi Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 390, 15 JUl 58f 
OCJCS^Hles, 

15 JUl 58 Ambassador McCllntook, agreeing with Presiimt>: 
Chamoun that there would be psychological 
In making the Initial US landings with a 
a show of force aa possible, sent a meaaaat- 
Task Force Connander suggesting the fUllaat um of 
tanks and air cover, 

ffSl Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 393» 15 JUl 58, 
BA IH 132987. 

15 JUl 58 Ttie US Ambassador In Lebanon reported that Chsnoun 
had kept Oen Chehab unlnfozmed of the Imminent 
landing of US Marlnea In order not to allow tine 
for staging an Army coup. Upon receiving definite 
word of the operation from the Ambassador, Chataftb 
had urgently requested that the actual diaaMbaaeica- 
tion of troops be gelded lest reaction to that 
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event cause the disintegration of the I^banese 
Anay, inactivating the force that theretofore 
had loyally sustained the Chamoun regime. The 
Ambassador promised to convey Chehato»8 professional 
opinion to the Task Force Ccomander and to 
rSoonnnend that, if possible, the J^lPS JSS -me 
m Beirut with the Marines remaining on board. The 
Ambassador subsequently learned hie message had not 
reached the conroander In time, 

^ Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 401, 15 58, 
DA IN 13306b. 

15 JUl 58 Minutes before the scheduled Marine landing in 
^ Lebanon the US Ambassador telephoned Oen Chehab 

' about a report that the General was sending troops 
to arrest President Chamoxm. Chehab expressed 
astonishment but said that he did fear an^Anny 
coup against the President. Chehab repeated that 
his hand would be strengthened by a delay in the 
US landing. The Ambassador warned Chehab that us 
forces were landing in support of the legitimate _ 
government of Lebanon and that there would be most 
disagreeable consequences if the Lebanese Amy 
moved against the chief of state. Chehab, 
aooordlngly, said that he would "reoooBiend" that 
the coup against Chamoun be Btayed, ,^ ^ _ _« 
W SSg, Beirut to SecState, i»02, 15 JUl 58, 
OCJCS files. 

1'5 Jul 58 The 2d Battalion, 2d Marines, landed at Beirut at 
J.P juj. p« 1300Z. By 1410Z the airfield had been secured. 

COMSDCTHPLT reported that the Jd Batalllon, &«i 

Marines, would land at about I0O30OZ July* 

J(fi\ Msg, COMSnTHPLT to ONO^ 15^, ISlJfOZ JUl 

58. W Msg, COMSJXTHPUT to CNO, 1375, 151655Z 

Jul 58. 

15 JUl 58 president Eisenhower annoimced that. In ""POJ"^^. 

ID uiij. 3o ^ urgent request from President Chamoun, he was 

sending "a contingent of united States forces to 
Lebanon to protect American lives and . . . encourage 
the Lebanese Qovemment in defense of Lebanese 
sovereignty and integrity." The initial ^ounoement 
oame in the form of a statement to the prw:** 
132OZ. Later in the day, the ' 
message to Congress and made, a radio 
speech to the nation. All of these sta^ Wfljd p^wre 
aubstantially the same. Mr. Elsenhower ospDUlSM 
that US troops would be withdrawn aa soon aa tha ON 
took "further effective steps designed to safeguard 
Lebanese independence." 

NOT, 16 JUl 58, 1:8; texts, 2:3-8. 


15 Jul 58 The US Military Attache In Anman reported that lack 
of petroleum and other supplies would prevent any 
offensive action by the Jordanian Anny, The Amy 
was currently taking precautions against Internal 
dlstrubances— not preparing for a move Into Iraq. 

La) Msg, USAHHA Amman to AC3X IXFTAR, C 2B, 
151317Z JUl 58, DA IN 132952. 
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15 Jul 58 At the UN, US Ambassador Lodge pledged that the 

Marines would he withdrawn from Lebanon as soon as 
the UN was able to ensure Lebanon's continued 
Independence, He declared that events In Iraq and 
Lebanon had "demonstrated a ruthlessness of 
aggressive purpose which tiny Lebanon cannot combat 
without support froai friendly nations." Lodge 
introduced a resolution calling for: (1) inmedlate 
ceBsatlon of illegal support of the Lebanese rebels; 
(2) continuation of the activities of the UN 
Observer Group? (3) consultation by the Secretary 
General with Lebanon and other UN members to make 
additional arrangements, including the use of an 
international military force, to protect Ubanon's 
territorial integrity and independence; and W 
full cooperation from all governments concerned. 
The US position was supported by the British, French, 
and Canadian delegates. Earlier, the Soviet union, 
backed by the UAR, attacked the US intervention, 
charging that the US had coiniiitted an "act of 
aggression against the Arab world** and introducing 
aresolution that called on the US to withdraw its 
troops forthwith. One Soviet delegate told a 
reporter that Soviet and other "volunteeps" might 
go to the hUddle East. 

NTT, 16 Jul 58, 1:4; UN debate extracts, 
4:1-875:1-8. 

I'i Jul 58 CNO directed CINCLANTPLT to outload and prepare ^.r^ 
sail to the Middle East the 2d Marine Division 
(minus) and such Marine aviation units as could be 

Msg, CNO to CINOLANTPM, 29340, 151419Z 

. . JUl 50. 

15 Jul 58 The State Department directed the US Ambassador in 
Beirut to arrange a meeting at the earliest 
opportunity between the US military conmander in 
Lebanon and the head of the UN Observer Group. The 
Ambassador was to see that no actions were taken in 
the field that might allow the US to be blamed' for 
a premature withdrawal of the Observer Group. 

^ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 213, 15 JUl 58, 
OCJCS files. : |- , 

15 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CI1ICSP8G0WIB, 
USCINCEUR, and other responsible caanandtM : to. 
execute the US portion of BLUB BAT, as modified by 
the substitution of COHEAC aircraft specified earlier 
on 15 July. ^ ^ 

OSS) Msg, JCS to CINCSPBCOMMB, et al., JCS 
944755, I51508Z Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon^-13-58) 
see 3* 

15 Jul 58 King Hussein urgently requested the US Goverment to 
relieve Jordan's desperate petroleum situation by 
alrUftlng sufficient fuel oil and gasoline to meet 
minimum civil reqiilrementa . 

(fi) Msg, Aiman to SecState, 101, 15 JUl 58, 
DA IN 132951. - 
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15 JUl 58 The US Ambassador to Jordan reported that tooth 

King Husaein and Prime Minister Rifai enthuBiaetlcal- 
ly endorsed the US intervention as the only means 
to preserve Lebanon's Integrity and independence. 
With regard to Iraq and the King's Intention of 
maintaining an Arab Union aovemment, Hussein had 
decided not to form a new AU cabinet at present, 
but instead had aslced Rifai to assume the added 
positions of AU Foreign Minister snd Mlnlstsp of 
Defense, The Ambassador was advised that tha Iraqi 
regiment stationed near Anman had been peimltted 
to return to Baghdad with full equipment because of 
Hussein's desire to avoid bloodshed; the Iraqi 
oonsnander had threatened to use force if he were 
detained. , ^ , 

jfaf Msg, Anman to SeoState, 104, 15 JUl 5o. 

15 Jul 58 The Soviet news agency Tass denounced the US landing 
in Lebanon as an "open act of aggression" and 
ridiculed President Elsenhower's explanation. 
Pravda characterized the move as "a direct act of 
war and open piracy." The Oovemment of the united 
Arab Republic reacted similarly, charging that the 
U3 landing to Lebanon constituted "another Suez." 
NYT . 16 JUl 58, 15:5, 1:5. 

15 JUl 58 Lebanese rebel leaders Issued a statement accusing 
the US of aggression against their country. The 
US, said the statement, had "destroyed its claim 
of faithfulness" to the UN Charter and had "failed 
to respect the principles of freedom of peoples to 
decide their own fate." One rebel leader, Saeb 
aalaaa> called on all Lebanese "to stand and defend 
your fatherland with your blood." 
NYT, 16 Jul 58, 12:5. 

15 JUl 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut complained to the state 
Department that, contrary to the instructions con- 
tained in the BLUE BAT political directive (see 
Item of 12 June 58), US military comnanders were 
not heeding his instructions concerning what he 
felt were political matters. This was Interfering 
with his "extremely delicate endeavor" to keep the 
Lebanese Amy fron "disintegrating." Moreover, 
the Lebanese Amy looked to him to Interpret US 
military actions, but, almost four hours after the 
start of the operation, he had not been able to 
establish contact with the US CGonandlng officer. 
He requested that the US military commander be 
Instructed to get in touch with him and to take 
his Judgment on matters of "vital political 
Importance • " 

(JSS) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 406, I5I836Z JUl 
58, DA IN 133525 (16 Jul 58), CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 3. 

15 JUl 58 V\e French Qovemraent informed the State Department 
that it approved of US intervention in Lebanon but 
did not consider it desirable to join in the 
operation at present, particularly since the British 
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were not Involved. The French were, horever, 
maintaining a small naval force In the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

4dt Msg» SecState to Beirut, 228, 13 JUl 5B, 
DA IN 133522 (16 Jul 58). 

15 Jul 58 A flood of unoonflnned and often contradictory 
reports about the situation In Iraq gave a murky 
picture of events in that country. The fate of 
King Faisal, Premier Nuri^and Crovm Prince AbduliUah 
was unclear. I4artial law had been extended to all 
of Iraq, and assemblies of nore than five persons 
were banned. The situation appeared to have become 
calm, although there were rumors— denied in 
Baghdad — that some Iraqi Army units and tribes had 
refused to accept the new regime. Iraqi troops in 
Jordan were reported to be withdrawing toward the 
Iraqi border, and the Amman radio claljned that these 
forces were marching on Baghdad to counterattack 
the rebels. The Baghdad radio declared that Iraq 
had broken its Arab Union tie with Jordan. 
NYT, 16 JUl 58, 1:2, I4i2. 

15 Jul 58 The new Prime Minister of Iraq, Brig Qen Abdul 

Karim K£is8em, assured the US Ambassador that his 
regime desired friendship with the US. He declared 
that American lives and property were safe, but if 
the Bnbassy should conclude that it was necessary 
to evacuate its citizens, safe convoy overland or 
' freedom of air flight would be guaranteed, "me 
Ambassador also reported a radio announcement that 
Nuri had been hanged* 

Msg, Baghdad to SeoState, 139» 15 JUl 58, 
Hk HI 133190 (16 JUl 58). 

15 Jul 58 The US Ambassador to Jordan reported that King 

Hussein had asked the UK what action it and other 
Baghdad Pact members proposed to talce to crush the 
revolt in Iraq and restore the pro-Weetem govern- 
ment. Feeling that nothing short of substantial 
military intervention In Iraq could preserve the 
Free World's position In the Middle Bast, Hussein 
was disturbed that a day had passed without a 
British reply. Should the Baghdad powers intervene, 
he was willing to send Jordan's army into Iraq to 
participate in the action, if meanwhile U&. tXOOps 
entered Jordan to maintain internal security;' Aa 
another move against the new Iraqi regime, auoaein 
requested the US Oovemment to freeze all Arab 
Okiion funds in tlie US and release them only when he, 
aa the AU*s legal head, authorized the wlthdraiial. 

j^SJ Msg, Annan to SeoState, 107, 15 JUl 58, 
0A IN 133255 (16 JUl 58), 

15 JUl 58 In a radio statement at 1800Z, President Chamoun 

said that his government, beset by plotters against 
Lebanese freedom and sovereignty and disappointed 
by the failure of the Arab League end the UN. to help 
matters, had sought guarantees under the UN Charter, 
particularly Article -51, to regain peace and freedom. 
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15 Jul 58 


15 JUl 58 


15 JUl 58 


His Bhort statement made no specific mention of the 
West or the US landing « but his remarks were 
followed by a resume of President Elsenhower's 
announcement that US forces were being dispatched 
to Lebanon. 

(U) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 412, 15 JUl 58, 
OCJCS files. 

In a statement issued by the Turkish Foreign 
Minister, Turkey expressed Its complete approval 
of the US action In Lebanon. The Prime Minister 
of Sudan also supported the US landing and called 
the event the "turning point towards stability." 
The official Yugoslavian news agency^ however, 
criticized the unilateral US action In Lebanon as 
threatening to precipitate a new world war. 
NOT, 16 JUl 58, 9xl# 11:5, 15:7. 

At 2100Z, CINCNORAD directed subordinate oooanands 
to assume a state of Increased readiness In • con- 
fomance with CONADR 55-3, 1 Nov 55, as amended. 


Itie Joint Chiefs of Staff forwarded to CXNCSFECOMME 
a revised political directive for BLUB BAT (see 
item of 12 June 58). The State Department also 
sent a copy to the US Ambassador in Beirut. As 
compared with the draft approved by JCS in June, 
the revised version: 

1. omitted all references to the UK; 

2. did not refer to "massive Interference 
from outside" as the reason for the Lebanese 
request for assistance; 

3. used mbre diirect phraseology when 
describing the US purpose as "to assist the 
Government of Lebanon In maintaining the 
Independence and integrity of the country and 
to ensure the protection of US life and 
property" ; 

U. stated that us forces would be withdrawn 
when the Lebanese Qovemment was able, to act 
with sufficient force by Itself, or after the 
the UN had assumed the responslbllTtles 
undertaken by the US; 

5. directed CINCSPECOHME to establish liaison 
and cooperate with the UN Observer Group; 

6. omitted the statement that a warning had 
been issued that any interference with the US 
operations would be met with force; and 

7* strengthened slightly the instruction to 
regard the US Ambassador's views as controlling 
on political ^natters relating exclusively to 
Lebanon. 

fTff) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 944787, 
152122Z Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 
CABt Msg, SecState to Beirut, 217, 15 JUl 58, 
OCJCS files. 



- 67 . 


